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Bousatem, Sheikh Sabah meet 

KUWAIT fAP) — A lg er ian Foreign Minister H wm h m Btniefa net 
Knwi*U Foreign Minister Sh«iM> jU Ahmad* who hf* 1 an Arab 
Leapc committee seekfnc to mabteaa end to Lebanon's 14-jear-oM dvfl 
war, daring a stopover Sunday. The Kmnrit News Agency (KUNA) said 
that {tarings long airport mrrtfng, Penrith was briefed on detafls of the 
ts mw h i er ’s efforts. The rix-aember comm i ttee has completed consnits- 
thms with warring tactions fat Lebanon and legal experts were starting 
Sunday to fornolate * tentative peace formula that would have to be 
endorsed by the Arab League, posriMy at a heads of stale meeting. KUNA 
nid that Bessakh, who has been visiting Arab countries including Syria 
Jordan and Iraq, briefed Sbefth Sabah abont ‘‘related to 

Lebuoa” on Ida torn-. It gave no other drtaih. Bca ra fch swing through 
Arab capitals b Unfed to efforts hy Algerian President Chads Bendjedldte 
hdp heal rifts in Arab ranks. Reports in the Golf say his main concern has 
.beat bridging differences b etween Syria and the Pafcath i e Uxnfiaa 
OrgiatoliowChairaMai Yasser Arafot as weB as foe rift between D a i nascos 
and Baghdad. 
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King in Paris 
en route to U.S 

By Rania AtaDa 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein arrived in 
Paris Sunday for a one-day visit during 
which he is expected to meet with French 
President Francois Mitterrand before pro- 
ceeding to the United States for a scheduled 
meeting with President George Bush April 
19. 



The King is scheduled to have 
lunch -with the French president 
Monday at the Elysee Palace and 
is expected to leave for the U.S. 
via London later in the day. 

' The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King would discuss 
with the French and U.S. presi- 
dents the latest developments on 
the Arab and international levels 
and efforts to achieve a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East 
as well as means of boosting 
bilateral relations. 

- King Hussein was received 
upon arrival in Paris by French 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs George Sar and senior 
officials in addition to Jordan’s 
ambassador to France and 
embassy officials. 

King Hussein's visit to the U.S. 
comes in the context of cautious 


but optimistic efforts to resolve 
the Middle East conflict. It is the 
King's first trip to the U.S. since 
1985, and follows back-to-back 
visits to the U.S. by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak j and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. 

On Saturday, King Hussein 
met with Palestine President and 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who flew in to Amman 
for a lightning visit. Talks be- 
tween the two leaders aimed at 
coordinating positions and were 
believed to have focused on the 
FLO’s response to Shamir's prop- 
osal for polls in the occupied 
territories to elect Palestinians for 
"autonomy” negotiations with 
Israel. v 

A Jordanian .'official was 


His Majesty King Hussein is seen off upon his departure for France 
Sunday by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal and senior officials (Petra photo) 


Regent hosts iftar 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Sunday hosted an Iftar for senior officers from the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, Public Security, Civil Defence and 
General Intelligence departments at AJ Hussein Ibn All Brigade 
Club in Zarqa. ■ _ „ . ;■ . . 

The Btar was attended by His foy^fl^ness Prince FmmI Hm At 
Hussein and the Armed Forces mufti. The Regent and the guests 
attended Al Maghreb prayer. 


S I by Reuters as saying the 
/ould ask Bush to clarify his 
ed support for Shamir’s 
proposal. 

Jordan and Egypt have said the 
final response to the plan is up to 
the PLO. 

Arafat has said the PLO would 
accept elections only under inter- 
national supervision after Israel 
withdraws from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
the Palestinians are granted self- 
determination. 

King Hussein is also expected 
to urge the U.S. to accept a 
U.N.-sponsored Middle East 
peace conference, to expand the 
ongoing American-PLO dialogue 
ana to permit the creation of a 
Palestinian state on the occupied 
territories. 

The Jordanian official quoted by 
Reuters said the King would urge 
Bush to develop what Jordan sees 
as a more positive U.S. stance, 

O the PLO a major role in 
e East. peace talks. 

Arafat expressed hope Satur- 
day that the King would be able 
ja.oOnvm^lhe.U.S^ president to 
be more active in efforts to solve 
the Middle East conflict. 

“I am sure he (the King) will 
do his best. to... push the Amer- 


Thunder of shelling drowns appeals for Fj^ tQ 
calm; Spanish en voy among 20 killed 


Beirut burns 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Shells, 
rockets and mortar bombs 
blasted a burning Beirut Sunday 
drowning appeals for a halt to the 
violence and killing at least 20 
people, including the Spanish 
ambassador. 

" During the day of savage bat- 
tles, the worst in the latest round 
of bloodletting, nearly 100 people 
were wounded. 

Frightened, hungry, and shell- 
shocked residents hid in shelters 
and corridors praying that the 
bloodshed, now in its fifth week, 
would stop. 

* Police reported that at least 20 
people were killed, including 
Spanish envoy Pedro Manuel de 
Aristegui, in the ferocious 18- 
hour blitz that raged from dusk 
Saturday to mid-afternoon Sun- 
day, when it died down into 
sporadic shelling. 

That raised the casualty toil 
from 40 days of civil war fighting 
to at least 225 killed and 827 
wounded. 

A police spokesman said the 
artillery and rocket duels were 
among the most intense in Leba- 
non's 14-year-old civil war. 

He said that at one point shells 
were ‘'falling like rain" around 


the* hilltop presidential palace in 
the suburb of Baabda, where 
army commander and bead of the 
military government Michel. 
Aoun lives, and the nearby De- 
fence Ministry in Yaize, his head- 
quarters. 

Shells also exploded around 
the mansions of the U.S., French 
and Egyptian ambassadors in east 
Beirut. But no casualties were 
reported. 

Polioe reported that the coun- 
try’s main power plant in the 
Zouk district of east Beirut was 
set oq fire by direct hits. But the 
blaze was quickly put out by 
firefighters. 

Mitri Naramar, chairman of 
Lebanon’s electricity authority, 
said earlier that the Zouk plant 
shut down at 11.35 a.m. (0915 
GMT) after it ran out of fuel. 

“The capital and its environs 
are henceforth without power. 
People will have to rely on their 
own generators if they can afford 
to buy them,” Nammar said in a 
statement. 

Police said state-run Radio 
Beirut in west Beirut’s Hamta 
district went off the air when 
155-mru shells destroyed its trans- 
mission aerial. 


The shellfire also started fires 
in the nine-floor Information 
Ministry where the radio station 
is located. 

The ministry is next to the 
office of acting Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss, head of the civilian 
cabinet vying for power with 
Aoun’s military government. 

Other shells crashed dose to 
the offices of the Assodated 
Press and United Press, both 
U.S. news agencies, as well as the 
French news agency Agence 
France Presse and the London- 
based Reuters agency in west 
Beirut. 

The office of Italy’s ANSA 
agency in the western sector was 
damaged by shrapnel. None of 
the staffer at the five wire services 
was injured. 

The Spanish ambassador and 
his Lebanese wife Jouroana were 
both wounded when a shell 
crashed into the embassy shelter 
in the suburbs of Baabda. 

Doctors at Sacre-Coeur hospit- 
al said the ambassador, 61, was 
bit by a shrapnel in the head and 
died in hospital. His wife was in 
critical condition. 


Party urges Soviets to reject 
nationalism, build patriotism 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Kremlin leadership, facing an up- 
surge of national sentiment and 
unrest in many of the Soviet 
Union's 15 republics, Sunday cal- 
led on the country to reject 
nationalism and reinforce “Soviet 
patriotism." 

.At the same time, poftburo 
member Eduard Shevardnadze 
Was reported as teffing commun- 
ist daefc in Georgia, where 19 
died when nationalist protests 
were dispersed last weekend, that 
they could not talk' to the people 
from behind troops and tanks. 

The appeal against nationalism 

appeared among slogans from the 
Soviet Coomimitt Party Central 
Committee issued every year in 


Their formulation s 
Moscow sees as its 
concerns. 


“Peoples of the USSR," one 
slogan read. “Preserve and de- 
velop the traditions of socialist 
internationalism and Soviet pat- 
riotism deal a decisive rebuff to 
manifestations of nationalism and 
chauvinism." 

. It was the first time such a call 
had been included among the 
slogans, also issued annually on 
the eve of the anniveisaxy of the 
Nov. 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, 
and clearly showed Kremlin wor- 
ries over the situation m several 
republics. 

The slogan appeared as 
thousands of people carrying 
black flags walked m funeral pro- 
cessors through the streets of the 
Georgian capital, Tbilisi, to bu- 
rial ceremonies for the last of the 
dead in the April 9 incident. 

Other f un er al s also attracted 
thousands of mourners Friday 


and Saturday. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda said the derision to 
deploy Soviet troops to break up 
the Tbilisi demonstrations came 
from politicians and was opposed 
by the military commander of the 
district. 

Radio Moscow also reported 
that 20 people, mostly women, 
died and more, than 150 were 
injured in the April 9 clashes 
between soldiers and protesters. 
The official Georgian news agen- 
cy Gruzinform said the death toll 
remained at 19, the same figure 
given by a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman last week. 

Al a rally in Moscow, human 
rights activist Andrei D. Sakhar- 
ov blamed the bloodshed in the 
southern Caucasus republic on 
new government restrictions on 
demonstrations. 


pursue 

Mideast 

peace 

parley 

GRANADA, Spain (R) — The 
European Community (EC) 
plans a series of initiatives over 
the next two months aimed at 
convening an international 
Middle East peace conference, 
Spanish Foreign Minister 
Francisco Fernandez Ordonez 
said Sunday. 

He toM a news conference 
the EC could also propose an 
interim, solution to restore 
peace to the Israeli-occupied 
territories once it had con- 
sulted the Arab and Israeli 
sides. 

Among the moves he detailed 
was a visit to Israel by a senior 
Spanish Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial before Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir’s trip to 
Madrid May 23. 

He also said senior State 
Department officials would 
visit Madrid and the 12-nation 
community would make fresh 
contact with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 
The EC’s Middle East working 
group would then assess the 
situation, he added. 

Spain currently chairs the 
EC Council or Ministers. An 
EC “troika,” comprising the 
foreign ministers of France, 
Spain and Greece, earlier this 
year launched a series of con- 
tacts to try to achieve peace in 
the Middle East. 

Views on East bloc 

Meeting here Sunday, EC 
foreign ministers said the con- 
cept of a monofithic European 
East bloc was vanishing, and 
called on Warsaw Pact nations 
to press on with recent re- 
forms. 

During informal talks which 
reaffirmed EC support for 
political change in Eastern 
Europe, the ministers wel- 
comed reforms in Hungary and 
i Poland but vowed to keep 
i presting Romania over human 
rights. 


Fees revised for registration, 
licensing of vehicles, drivers 


mans to support the Arab de- 
mand for a settlement based on 
full implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
242,” Arafat was quoted as 
saying in Baghdad before flying 
to Cairo to meet Mubarak. 

Petra said the King bad re- 
ceived a phone call from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein late 
Saturday and the two leaders 
exchanged views on a number of 
national issues. 

Accompanying'the King on his 
trip abroad are Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah, Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, Royal Court Chief 
Held Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker, the King’s political advi- 
sor Adnan Abu Odeta and special 
advisor Amer Khammash, in 
addition to Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Marwan A 2 Qasem. 

King Hussein was seen off at 
the airport by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and 
Royal Family members, senior 
tivil and military officials and the 
American.and French, ambassa- . 
dors to Amman. 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
sworn in as Regent before the 
King’s departure. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree has been issued endorsing a 
cabinet derision to revise regulations and fees on registration, 
licensing and driving of vehicles. 

Under the new regulations an annual fee of JD 200 will be 
collected for taxi cars, JD 150 for tourist cars, JD 250 for 
medium-size buses and JD 300 for public transport buses. 

A one-time fee will be collected for the registration of trucks, 
traitors and semi-traitors used for public transport, in accordance 
with the following rates: 

Cargo trucks with one-tonne loading capacity — JD 200; 

Public transport trucks with a capacity of more than one-tonne, but 
not exceeding five tonnes — JD 300: 

Public transport vehicles with a capacity of more than five tonnes — 
JD 800; 

A one-time registration fee on other vehicles will be collected as 
under: 

Private and tourist salon cars with an engine capacity not exceeding 
one litre — JD 120; 

Private and tourist cars with an engine capacity not exceeding one 
and a half litres — JD 180; 

Private and tourist cars with an engine capacity not exceeding two 
litres — JD 240; 

Private and tourist cars with an engine capacity not exceeding 2.5 
litres — JD 500; 

Private and tourist cars with an engine capacity not exceeding three 
litres — JD 800; 

Private and tourist cars with an engine capacity exceeding three litres 
JD 2,000; 

Cargo trucks with a gross load weight ranging between one-tonne and 
three tonnes — JD 150-300; 

Registration fees for taxi cars used for public transport — between JD 
100 and JD 1,000 according to the engine capacity; 

Registration fees for private medium-size buses — JD 150; 
Registration fees of medium-size buses used for public transport — 
JD 250; 

Registration fees for motor cycles — JD 100; 

Vehicles and other cars not operated by gasoline will be subject to 
registration fees ranging between JD 120 and JD 2,000. 

A fee equivalent to 50 per cent of the registration fee, in addition 


to 25 per cent of the registration fee. will be collected for the 
re-registration of written off cars for each year or part of an year 
following the first year if the car has not been licensed on time 
(during the grace period). 

Licensing fees for gasoline-operated private cars range between JD 
20 and JD 200 according to engine capacity. However licensing fees 
for vehicles operated by diesel oil range between JD 90 and JD 450. 

Licensing fees for gasoline operated public transport cars range 
between JD 10 and JD 25, while they range between JD 45 and JD 80 
for diesel oil-operated cars. 

Licensing fees for private trucks or public transport trucks range 
between JD 12 and JD 24. An amount of half a dinar will be added 
for each tonne or fractions of a tonne in excess of the first three tonnes 
of the load. For vehicles operated by diesel oil, the fees range 
between JD 30 and JD 60. 

A fee ranging between JD 25 and JD 1U will be collected for 
transferring the number plate from one car to another and' for 
keeping the plate in the licensing authority's custody. 

A fee of JD 10 will be collected for transferring the ownership of 
any vehicle. 

The fee for practical driving test is JD 5 and for the traffic signs test 
JD 2. 

A fee ranging between JD 3 and JD 20 will be collected for the 
technical examination of the car depending on the size of the car and 
the purposes it is used for. 

A JD 2 fee will be collected for issuance or renewal of any driving 
licence and another dinar will be charged for the driving licence or 
the vehicle's licence card upon its issuance or renewal. 

A fee of half a dinar will be collected for certification of any 
document issued by the Drivers and Vehicles Licensing Department. 

A fee of JD 10 will be collected for issuing a driving licence to 
replace a missing one while a JD 2 fee will be collected for issuing a 
driving licence iii lieu of a damaged one. 

An annual fee ranging between JD 50 and JD 10 will be collected 
for issuing licences for taxi offices, driver training schools, car auction 
centres, car dealers and travel offices. 

A fee of JD 20 will be collected for transferring a car from a private 
one to a public one or vice-versa. 


Three more turn martyr 
on Abu Jihad anniversary 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli troops shot dead three 
young Palestinians and imposed 
curfews on nearly a million 
Palestinians Sunday during a 
“day of rage” marking the 
anniversary of the assassination 
of Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) military commander 
Khalil Al Wazir (Abu Jihad). 

Hospital officials said soldiers 
shot 10-year-old Mohammad 
Suleiman Rubei in the occupied 
West Bank village of Samoa 
south of Hebron. They said Nas- 
ser Ibrahim Kasas, 17, was killed 
in the Dheisheh refugee camp 
near Bethlehem. 

An army spokesman said 
troops shot and killed a 20-year- 
old wanted by Israeli forces in 
Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip 
after he allegedly attacked sol- 
diers with a knife. 

The Bethlehem area has been 
gripped by protests since Israeli 
border police killed at least five 
Palestinians and wounded more 
than 15 in a bloody raid on the 
nearby village of Nahalin last 
Thursday. 

Palestinians said troops in 
Samoa also wounded four boys, 
aged 10 to 18, when the soldiers 
opened fire to disperse stone- 
throwing protesters. 

Palestinians and hospital staff 
reported that troops shot and 

(Continued on page 4) 



Mass curfews and increased Israeli military pre- 
sence In the occupied territories have failed to dent 


the Palestinian uprising 
stones' 


— the 'revolution of 


Probe ordered into British soccer 
stadium disaster amid mourning 


SHEFFIELD (Agencies) — Call- 
ing ft “a disaster of immense 
proportions,” British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher said 
Sunday that investigators would 
try to determine why 94 soccer 
fans were crushed to death during 
a match. 

As Thatcher inspected the 
scene of Britain’s worst sports 
disaster. lawmakers called Sun- 
day for banning the anti-riot 
fences that kept crowds from 
escaping when a crush of people 
crowded the soccer stadium. 

Thatcher visited Hillsborough 
Stadium, where a sunny Saturday 
afternoon soccer cup semifinal 
match turned into a nightmare of 
crushed bodies and fans climbing 
over them gasping for air. 

Thatcher was accompanied by 
Home Secretary Douglas Hurd 
and Sports Minister Colin Moyni- 
han as criticism of the police 
mounted. 

She ordered a major inquiry 
into the disaster and added: 
“Whatever decisions we have to 
take will be taken because we 
cannot go through this again.” 

Hospital spokesman in this 
northern! city where scores of 
survivors were treated for crush 


injuries said 18 were in a serious 
condition. 

The disaster occurred six mi- 
nutes after the start of the Foot- 
ball Association (F.A.) Cup 
semi-final between top First Divi- 
sion teams Liverpool and Not- 
tingham Forest, one of the show- 
piece games in English soccer this 
season. 

Late-coming Liverpool suppor- 
ters, who swept on to the terraces 
after being admitted at the last 
minute, thrust fans already 
standing there against crash bar- 
riers and a three-metre high fence 
erected to stop pitch invasions. 

Government inspectors from 
the health and safety executive 
examined the fences and crush 
barriers at the stadium, which 
Saturday trapped the fans and 
kept them from reaching the 
green playing field. 

Police refused to elaborate on 
why 4.8-metre-wide steel games 
were opened just as the match 
began. The opened gates allowed 
hundreds and, perhaps, 
thousands of additional fans to 
jam into the stadium. 

South Yorkshire's Chief Const- 
able Peter Wright, who has taken 
command of one disaster inves- 


tigation. said Saturday night that 
a senior officer had made the 
decision to open the gates “to 
save people’s lives and to relieve 
the crush outside." 

He agreed that the act of open- 
ing the gates coincided with the 
crush on the stadium's goal-line 
terrace — the cheap standing- 
room-only area favoured by 
many young British soccer fans. 

Bui he added, “I am not aware 
of any connection between the 
surge on the terrace and the gate 
being opened.” 

In harrowing scenes shown live 
on television, spectators includ- 
ing children were submerged in a 
mound of flailing people trapped 
by crowd' barriers and unable to 
escape. 

“People were walking on other 
people’s heads to get out from the 
crush,” survivor Thomas Byrne 
said. “There was no panic, you 
were too close together to panic 
as such.” 

The dead and injured, carried 
on stretchers made from advertis- 
ing boards, were laid out on the 
pitch as play stopped although 
many in the ground did not real- 
ise the scope of the tragedy until 
later. 


Most of the victims came from 
Liverpool grieving people 
thronged the city’s Anglican and 
Roman Catholic cathedrals Sun- 
day. Weeping youths who sur- 
vived the crush placed wreaths 
and other mementos at the gates 
of the Liverpool dub’s stadium. 

Relatives of some of the dead 
drove to Sheffield 110 kilometres 
away, to see for themselves the 
twisted barriers and concrete ter- 
racing at Hillsborough. Local 
churches provided counselling 
services to help them cope with 
their grief. 

It was Liverpool’s second 
tragedy in four years. The club’s 
fans were blamed for the Heysel 
Stadium disaster in Belgium in 
1985 in which 39 people, mostly 
Italians, were crashed to death at 
the European Cup final against 
Italian team Juventus. 

"Everyone is totally devas- 
tated.” Liverpool iphief executive 
Peter Robinson said. L To see 
dead bodies on terraces twice in 
four years is unbelievable and 
unthinkable.” 

He appealed for this year’s 
F.A. Cup competition to be/ 
abandoned and for the club's/ 
coming fixtures to be suspended! 
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Afghan rebels hit troubled waters 


By Oliver Wates 

Reuter 

ISLAMABAD — The Afghan 
rebel campaign, for nine years a 
straightforward "holy war" 
against a foreign, communist in- 
vader, is facing a crisis two 
months after the last Soviet sol- 
dier left Afghanistan. 

In the view of many analysts. 
Western diplomats and AJghan- 
watchers in Pakistan, the dispara- 
te Mujahedeen rebel movement 
is finding it hard to adapt to the 
new situation. 

They say the Mujahedeen is 
losing the "propaganda wax with 
President Najibullah’s Soviet- 
backed government in Kabul and 
has failed to establish its rival 
interim government as a credible 
alternative. •- — 

The movement has also failed 
to allay the fears of millions of 
Afghans in government-held 
cities of looting and massacre. 

And, worst of all, it has failed 
to make good the boasts of Mu- 
jahedeen leaders that a military 
victory was round the comer. The 
stalemated battle for Jalalabad 
has shown that the military strug- 
gle could go on for a long time. 

“The jihad has not been as 
successful as we thought in the 
beginning, despite ail the 
weapons we had," an exiled 
Afghan intellectual said. 

“It's very difficult to see the 
.Mujahedeen winning the war 
militarily," a Western diplomat 


commented. 

This analysis is disputed by the 
seven Western-backed parties 
based in Pakistan. In public at 
least they are as confident as ever 
that final victory over Najibul- 
lah’s People's Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan (PDPA) is merely 
a matter of time. 

All Mujahedeen admit, howev- 
er, that the six-week-old battle 
for Jalalabad has been a blow to 
their hopes. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

The rebels scored early succes- 
ses but found the switch from 
guerrilla tactics to conventional 
warfare • beyond them. They 
hav£ suffered heavy losses as 
their offensive became bogged 
down by minefields and bombing. 

Resistance from government 
troops was unexpectedly tough. 

“There is still no unity and no 
discipline and a lot of good com- 
manders have been killed," the 
diplomat 'said. 

The rebels have also badly 
damaged their cause by their be- 
haviour in victory. When they 
captured the northern provincial 
capita] Kunduz briefly last au- 
tumn. there was widespread loot- 
ing and killing of government 
officials. 

‘Uncompromising’ stands 

Last December guerrillas be- 
longing to the fundamentalist 


Afghan army seeks to 
help stranded convoy 


KABUL (R) — The Afghan 
army sent tanks and other rein- 
forcements Sunday to help free a 
convoy of food and fuel caught up 
in fierce battles with Mujahedeen 
guerrillas. 

Drivers arriving at a check- 
point outside Kabul told Reuters 
they had witnessed tank and 
rocket duels about 30 kilometres 
from the Afghan capital, with at 
least 200 trucks stranded in the 
area along the hazardous Salang 
Highway. 

They said some trucks and 
armoured cars were burning out 
of control, hit by rebels dug in 
along the highway feeding Kabul 
from the Soviet Union. 

Explosions echoed off nearby 
hills as government tanks blasted 
away at guerrilla positions. 

Afghan helicopter gunships 
usually escort convoys from the 
Soviet Union but often fail to 
draw out rebels determined to 
starve Kabul into submission by 
choking off essential supplies. 

• Soldiers said more than 10 peo- 

E le, including soldiers, had been 
illed in two days of fighting. 
There was no immediate com- 
ment from the government which 
claimed Saturday that all the 
trucks had made it to Kabul. 

The soldiers said at least 20 of 
the trucks had been hit by the 
Mujahedeen who have been 
fighting for almost 10 years to 


overthrow the government of 
President NajibuHah. 

“I saw four tanks burning along 
the highway, somS supply trucks 
had also been hit by the Mujahe- 
deen,'' one driver said. 

The first 90 trucks broke 
through the Mujahedeen block- 
ade Friday, bringing mucb- 
□eeded supplies to the capital. 

The rest of the original convoy 
of several hundred has been 
.stranded since. The blockade has 
caused a pile-up of some 140,000 
tonnes of food along the Soviet 
border. 

The soldiers at the checkpoint 
told Reuters they expected the 
reinforced government troops to 
unblock the highway later 
Sunday. , 

Some diplomats estimated the 
number in the original convoy at 
700 and it was hot clear how 
many of the trucks had been set 
on fire during their journey from- 
the Soviet border. 

The Salang Highway running 
north to the Soviet Union passes 
through mountainous terrain, 
making it a safe haven for the 
rebels to rocket the trucks. 

‘The rebels have reduced to a 
trickle the essential supplies 
reaching Kabul - over land, forc- 
-ing the goveriunent to rely on a 
Soviet airlift to prevent starvation 
and enable its troops to battle the 
Mujahedeen. 


Hezb-I-Islami party gunned down endorsement from Afghanistan s 
70 soldiers who had surrendered, Shi’ite minority, powerful tribal 
rebel sources say. Last month 25 leaders or exiled King Zahir • 
captives were taken forcibly from Shah. Even its main supporter 
a moderate- rebel group outside Pakistan has not_ recognised it. 


a moderate rebel group < 
Jalalabad and shot dead. 


Meanwhile Najibullah is wag- - 


These and other widely-re- ing a clever battle for the hearts 
ported incidents are the -most minds of the people. He 
powerful incentive for defenders portrays his government as de- 
to fight to the bitter end. fending the nation agamst Pakrs- 
Exiled Afghan analyst Naim tarn and Arab encroachment and 
Majrooh warned in his latest preaches Islam, moderation and 
monthly bulletin that looting and reconciliation. j 


killing by victorious guerrillas 
would drive civilians into Najibul- 
lah’s hands. 


Bitterness and hatred left by 
the killing of more othan a mil- 
lion Afghans in the figbtiug ran 


“There is a danger that uncora- deep. But some Afghan exiles 
promising attitudes of the resist- think the government’s message 
ance will enable the Kabul regime could begin to take effect. 


and the Soviet invaders to 
achieve what they failed to do in 
the last 10 years — win the 
support of Afghanistan’s urban 
population," he said. 

Many guerrilla commanders 
are deeply unhappy with the way 
the jihad is being run. They 


Officially all guerrilla comman- 
ders deny they would even con- 
template doing a deal with the 
PDPA. But rebel sources say 
dozens of understandings already 
exist, such as agreements to let 
food convoys pass. 

The commanders' links to the 


blame Pakistani intelligence for Pakistan-based parties are often 
pushing the rebels into the Jalala- tenuous and in tbe long term 
bad operation, a charge denied many might be persuaded to talk. 


by Pakistan. 

Four countries have recognised 
the interim government set up in 
February. But critics say it has yet 


to Kabul, guerrilla sources say. 

"Some very tough commanders 
are listening to Najibullah's 
speeches, they are following all 


to look a viable alternative to events in Kabul," one Afghan 


Najibullah's disciplined team. 

The seven parties are still feud- 
ing. Two cabinet meetings were 
held inside Afghanistan, but 
ministers from one patty were not 
even invited to tbe second, guer- 
rilla sources say. 

The government has yet to win 


activist said. 

“The longer the other side 
hangs on in Kabul and other 
cities, the greater the perception 
among commanders will be that 
they can get a better deal from 
Najibullah," an Afghan aid work- 
er said.. 


Egypt condemns 
Israeli measures 

CAIRO (AP) — Senior Egyptian officials jSwky crifiria c dl Israeli 
measures against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and asked 
Israel to respond to tbe Palestine Liberation Organisation's (PLO) 
offer of peace. 

Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid told reporters Egypt 
wants to see a “positive Isaefi response to efforts wfakb have gamed 
international support, especially after the HO has adopted a 
reasonable and con structiv e stand.” 

He said be also relayed to Renven Merhav, director-general of the 
Israeli foreign ministry, that Egypt “deeply regreted the brutal 
Israeli measures m the occupied territories, especially the village of 
NahaHn.” 

Abdul Meguid was re f er ing to a pre-dawn border police raid of 
the West Bank village of NahaHn in which at least five Palestinians 
were shot dead Thursday. 

Merhav arrived in Cairo Thursday for talks focusing on Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's proposal for Israefi-nm elections - 
in the West Bank Gaza Srp to choose Palestinians for 
“autonomy” negotiations. 

Meanwhile, Batros Ghafi, minister of state for foreign affairs, 
also called on Israel to “accept the wfll of the international 
community mid to respond to the hand of peace extended- by the 
PLO. 

“Egypt reiterates its support of the Palestinian hero in his 
struggle for setf-deternrfnation.” 

Ghali was speaking mi the occasion of the “day of mass ing*,” 
declared by Palestinians on tire first anniversary Sunday of the 
assassination of the PLO’s deputy military co mmande r, KWH A1 
Wazir. 

Following his meeting with Abdul Meguid, Reuven reiterated to 
reporters bis country’s refusal to talk to the PLO and called for 
elections among Palestinians hi the occupied territories. 

“The PLO is not a partner in negotiations. It is for ns a terrorist 
organisation. 

“We wont to have talks with the people most concerned, people in 
the territories itself , and by elections they can choose representatives 
among themselves." 





NICOSIA (R) — More than 130 
Iranian members of parliament 
have urged supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to 
amend constitutional provisions 
covering the fixture leadership, the ’ 
Iranian "news- ageucylKNA a&d* 
Sunday. . ’ - ; 

Khomeini, 86, sacked his suc- 
cessor-designate, Ayatollah Hos- 
sein Ali Montazeri, late last 
month. Political analysts said 
then that the constitution made it 
possible the future leadership 
would not be dearly settled in 
Khomeini's lifetime. 

ERNA said the members of 
parliament urged Khomeini in a 
letter to set op a commission to 
draft constitutional amendments. 

They also called for changes in 
articles covering the judidary and 
the organisational structure of the 
government’s executive branch. 


The deputies, IRNA reported, 
“said the text of the constitution 
in the said areas has some major 
flaws which would have to be 
amended or else the normal op- 
’ eration of state affairs wouldbad*- 
1 ly suffer." . . ■ • 

* Callmg for a referendum on the 
changes, they noted that the need 
to amend the constitution “has 
been felt by every person in- 
volved with tire various aspects of 
the administration of state affairs 
during the past 10 years,' 1 

Under the constitution the 83- 
seat assembly of experts, which 
chose Montazeri in 1985, can 
elect a three- or five-men lead- 
ership council if it finds no single 
successor to Khomeini. 

IRNA, monitored in Cyprus, 
said one deputy hailed Mon- 
tazeri’s resignation as “in the 
interest of the system” 


Old soldiers come to the fore in 



By Sara A1 Gammal 

Reuter 

■CAIRO — Egyptian Field 
Marshal Abdul Halim Abu 
Ghazala, appointed presiden- 
tial assistant Saturday, has long 
been viewed as the second 
most powerful man in the 
country. 

- He has won respect and pow- 
er as defence minister by re- 
equipping and restructuring the 
armed forces, and turning the 
‘450,000-strong military into a 
high-tech deterrent. 

His successor as defence 
minister is Cairo Governor 
Yousef Abu Taleb, an 
approachable professional sol- 
dier with a love for trees and 
-clean city streets. 

President Hosni Mubarak's 


surprise appointment of Abu 
Ghazala as his assistant fell 
short of making the 59-year-old 
war veteran and military refor- 
mer his vice-president. 

Egyptian analysts say it may 
be some time before the full 
implications of the appoint- 
ments become clear. 

An eloquent man who 
speaks fluent English, French 
and Russian, Abu Ghazala is a 
veteran of three wars against 
Israel and in peacetime mobil- 
ised Egypt's armed forces 
against a new enemy, economic 
stagnation. 

Increasing Egypt’s military 
production has been one of 
Abu Ghazala's main targets. 
He has tried to build a local 
arms industry able to compete 
in the world market and pro- 


vide tbe Arab World with de- 
fence needs. 

In the Gulf war, Egypt be- 
came one of Iraq's main 
weapons and ammunition sup- 
pliers and has provided Arab 
states with political support 
and military advice. 

Born in the Nile Delta vil- 
lage of Kafr A1 Omaia Jan. 18, 
1930, Aba Ghazala is one of 
several Egyptian soldiers 
whose military record has 
propelled him upward in the 
.political hierarchy. 

He graduated from Egypt's 
War Academy in 1949, a year 
after Abu Taleb did. Trained in 
the U.S. and Moscow's Stalin- 
ist Academy, Abu Ghazala 
grasped new technology and 
commanded an artillery bri- 


gade in his 30s. 

He became chief of military 
intelligence in 1974 and milit- 
ary attache in Washington two 
years later. He has been heavi- 
ly criticised by the left for his 
close ties with the West, parti- 
cularly the United States. 

In the mid-1970s Abu Gha- 
zala worked under Abu Taleb 
who was then chief of artillery - 
for the military, according to 
Talaat Musallem, an analyst at 
Ai Abram Centre for Political' 
and Strategic Studies. 

After returning from 
Washington, Abu Ghazala be-' 
came chief of staff with the 
rank of field marshal in 1980 
'and defence minister the fol- 
lowing year after the death of 
the incumbent, Ahmad Bada- 


wi, in. ah ajr crash. 

Abu Taleb, a tall grey-haired 
man, was appointed assistant 
defence minister in 1980 before 
becoming the first governor of 
north Sinai, returned to Egypt 
from Israel in 1982. 

In 1983, he was appointed 
Cairo's governor and is popular 
for his campaign to dean up 
the ~ city and solve its traffic 
problems. 

. “He is a very good organiser 
-with a calm attitude... he has a 
very calm tone and a reason- 
able and rational approach," 
said, Makram Mohammad 
Aiunad, editor of the political 
■ review Ai Mussawar. 

“It would take a mirade to 
do something in this terrible 
city and he has managed it." 
Ahmad said. 





Djibouti limps bacilli 
to normal after floods 


Deputies urge Khomeini 
to amend constitution 


DJIBOUTI (R) — Djibouti is 
continuing its week-old stale of 
emergency’ following flash floods 
which killed eight people but 
diplomats and aid officials expect 
tbe country will escape a major 
outbreak of disease. 

“According to offidals from 
tbe government, it seems they 
don't believe there will be any 
serious outbreak of disease," a 
senior. U..N. official said 
Saturday. 

Official statements had indi- 
cated that up to 150,000 people 
were affected by the floods, 
caused by a four-day downpour 
which ended last Sunday. 

The U.N. official said no more 
than. 20,000 people had to be 
moved from their homes, to rela- 
tives, public buildings and tents - 
set np .near the outskirts of the 
city. He said many of these bad 
returned home by Friday. 

“I seems the situation is about 
back, to normal,” said a second 
official. “Give it another two 


weeks-** ■ ■ -r 

Teams of French mmtiny and , 
the local fire brigade contawed i 
draining water from densely- 
populated areas hr a central city 
shantytown with pumps Bowa in , 

from France. - 

Residents, wading ankje-deep 
in water, used pails to bafi wafer 
out of shacks built from corru- 
gated iron and .wood. Some res- . 
dents said they feared as oat-, 
break of malaria unless the water- ■ 
logged area was deared soon- - 
France,' winch maintains* ; 
nificant military presence m 
Djibouti, sent in 21 experts to 
supervise tbe cleanup- 
The U.N. official said be «- . 
pected work would probably now , 
shift to preparing, damaged 
dwelling and providing adequate 
sanitati on. 

A Western diplomat, who ahtr . 
said be believed an outbreak of : 
disease could be avoided, said ■ 
France and West Germany were , 
sending in extra medical supplies. 


Abdul Halim Abu Ghazala 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli held for false claim 

TEL AVIV (API — Israeli police Sunday extended the detention of a 
freelance reporter tor Israel's armed forces radio on suspicion . be 
fabricated a Palestinian riaim of a hotel fire to inflame anti-Arab' 
sentiments, a spokesman said. The reporter, Mrir Suissa, 26, of the 
southern resort city of Ebi, has dm been saspended from Us job since 
Friday pending the end of legal proceedings, army radio comma nder 
h a ■ad nM***"!, although we stiff have no proof 
he was gnflty,” Sbaisaid in an interview. Snfesa has reportedly worked ror 
the station for about a year. The fire that broke out Friday in a msAd f 6 
chandler at Elat’s Lagoona hotel sfightly injured one person and caused 
minor damage. If charged, Sidssa may toce a maximum three-year prison 
term, polce said. Sanaa was arrested Friday mid b abo questioned on 
srapSdon of setting tbe fire, he added. The reporter admitted to scribbling 

■ claim hi Hebrew and with a ydknr magic marker on a men’s room mirror 

near the Are. “The fire is our gift from the Arabs of Hat ," the 

» ln f m said, a wwnl i iig to police. Suissa later broadcast news of the fire and 
the false cUn in a radfo nea a e d . “He said he (fid this because be wanted 
a scoop mid to make noise, ” police said. The Yedtot Ahroaot dafly said 
Satan told police his motive was: “I hate Arabs." 

Libya accuses Baker of hostility 

ROME (AP) — Tim official Libyan news agency JANA Saturday 
assailed U.S. Secretary of State James Baker for criticising 
Libya's acquisition of Soviet bombers. JANA’s political editor 
stated in a dispatch monitored in Rome that Libya was “asto- 
nished" at the criticism. “If Baker deplores the possession by 
Jamahiriya (Libya) of some equipment it needs to exercise its 
self-defence, bow does he justify his government's supply of (A) 
very advanced arsenal of military equipment to the Zionist 
enemy, used in attacking the Pal estinian Arab people and 
disturbing the stability of the whole region ...?” the editor asked. 
U.S. officials have said that tbe Soviets have supplied Libya with 
Sukhoi fighter- bombers capable of threatening IsraeL 
-Sbvil^Offidate have said no more than six planes were 
supplied, and that they were defensive aircraft. “(Libya) has, 
beyond any doubt, reasserted its dear stance rejecting all forms 
and types of terrorism and the world public opinion became 
convinced and totally aware of the stances of Libya and no longer 
believes such fabricated accusations promoted by the hostile 
forces either through their statements or leaked reports," the 
JANA dispatch said. 

9 drug smugglers hanged in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Nine drug smugglers; were hanged Saturday in 
three provmdal cities, Tehran Radio reported. The report, 
monitored in Nicosia, said police had seized a total of 931 kilos of 
opium, more than 23 kilos of opium essence and 10 kilos of heroin 
from the nine. Iranian authorities have embarked on a wide 
anti-narcotics campaign, arresting hundreds of people allegedly 
involved in traffic of use of drags. Most of the arrests have been 
made in areas dose to the border with A fghanistan and Pakistan. 
The h a ng i ngs Saturday brought the number of executions to 388 
since Jan. 21, when a new law took effect mandating the death 

■ se ntenc e for anyone caught possessing even small quantities of 
narcotics. Officials have said about one million Iranians are 
believed involved in drug abuse. Saturday’s radio report also said 
that 10 more drug smugglers had been arrested and 85 kilos of 

.narcotics as well as s m all arms. seized. 

Rome, Tehran envoys return to posts 

ROME (R) — Italy and Iran have reestablished normal diploma- 
tic relations after withdrawing their ambassadors in a dispute over 
an Iranian cafl for the death of British author SalmanRushdie 
An Italian Foreign Ministry spokesman said Saturday that 
IRNAs ambassador to Rome, Hamid Aby Talebi, returned 
Monday. Italy was the first European Community (EO country 
with which Tehran had mendSdiplomatic linteiS^ 

1 J US S ,e ambassador to Iran, Vittoric 

Amedeo Farmelh, took up his post in Tehran again at ^ 

March, the spokesman said. Italy recalledTarinelH in line with ifo 
EC decision m February to withdraw top envoys from Iran 
fonowing jrn ^ct by Iranian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini that Rushdie should be killed for writing the novel 
‘Thc Saramc Verses." Iran responded in kind. The EC decided - 
March 20 that any member country wishing to send its envoys 
back to Tehran could do so. ■ 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15-JO Koran 

1SM0 Programme review 

I&45 Children programmes 

17:10 Children of the WwM 

18:00 News summary in Arabic 

18:05 World News 

Uk20 Arabic senes 

19:25 Local programme 

Programme review 

ahflO News in Arabic 

30J0 Arabic senes 

21J5 Programme review 

21:45 Monday Forum 

2228 Variety Show 

23:80 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Variety show (cOold.) 

PROGRAMME TWO 

IfcOO Documentary 

IMP News in French 

19:15 Weekly Sport magazine 

19J0 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

20J0 Kate and Allie 

21:10 Thirty Something 

22HI0 - News in English 

2230 ....................... Jftcfc and Mike 

PRAYER TIMES 


W*J9 

OStill 

11J5 

15:12 

18:10 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Puna 

. Dhuhr 

*A a 

Maghreb 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swciftch 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tei. 
632785. 

St/ Joseph Chnrch Tel. 624590. 

Charch of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De b Safe Church Tel. 661757 
Tennant* Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the AmnnciaHon Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Charch Tel. 62S383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tei. 
775261. 

St Epbrahn Church Tel. 7717S1. 
Amman In term dona! Charch Tel. 
685326. 

EvaoscUcal Lutheran Charch Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Charch of Christ of Latter- 
Day Sahfe Tel. 815817, 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A gradual drop in temperanues will- 
occur and winds will be westerly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate anj seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min./nuu. temp. 

Amman 16/28 

Aqaba 20/36 

Desert* 18/32 

Jordan Valley 20 / 34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 32, Aqaba 38. Humidity readings; 
Amman 16 per omi , Aqaba 19 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Aba Baker 746426 

Dr- Iswm Abu Rizq 681967 

Dr. Ali As‘nd 897919 

Dr. Abdol Wahab Awad 846070 

Eras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336- 

AlAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Saiam pharmacy 636730 

' Yacoub pharmacy ..644945 

Shmcbaoi pharmacy 637660 


Dr. Amal AI Hayek 

AI Sharaa' pharmacy 


-..0“) 

985238 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan AI Faqih — — - v> 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

GviJ Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630M1 

Civil Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Rescue Police .....192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 622090/93 

Blood Book 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

Public Security Department 

656000 / 68Sllt: 

Hotel Complaints 6£jSQCh 

Price Complaints .„..„..^6Jl76 

Water and Sewerage ^--'v : 

Complaints V897467.: 

Amman MuokipaliTy 

Com plain is ......is 7S7I1I; 

Telephone Information '• -i. 

Central Amman Telephone ' 


: Repairs 623101 

• Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordaa Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority -...680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oucen Alia Inti. Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Aran... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity..- 642362 

MaJhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Stuncbani 664171/4 

Sfariewani Hospital 669131 

. rl/tBveisty Hospital 845845 

- AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9- 

: .The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

-AEAhii.Abdali 664164/6 

-Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

. Al-Bashir.J. Arorafieh 7751 11/26 

.Aroiy^Marka 891611/15 

' Queen Alia Hospital 60224Q50 

. Amal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


Greek Catholic HosprtaT (02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The information is supplied by Royul 
Jordanian (RJ) information deport’ 
men I at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. ( 08)53200-5 . where It 
shook/ always he vcriBcd. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


09:19 

09:10 

0938 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Damascus Rjj 


•M5 Sana'a (RJ) 

... Kuwait (RJ) 

®9s45 .......... DntMi. Abu Dtndd ( Rlj 

10:15 Laroaca (RJ) 

1&4S Cairo (RJ) 

18:11 Casablanca, Tlmis (RJ) 

1&36 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


(09)983323 

(09)991071 

09:10 , 

-i Sana'a (1 

(09)986732 

12:15 . 



IMS . 


(02)275555 

13-JO . 


(02)247100 

VOS . 
23:15 . 



DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

0fcS5 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:00 Brussels, Montreal, New York 
(RJ) 

11=45 Vienna, Chicago. Los Angeles 

(RJ) . 

12:15 .».FnUikfort,Cbpeiihacen (RJ) 

12-38 Cairo (RJ) 

19*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

IMS Kuwait. Aha Dhabi (KJ| 

tih45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) . 

20:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

Vk-M Cairo (RJ) 

20d« Dubai, Muscat (RJi 

Other night* (Tormina! 2) - 

8S30 .............. Cairo. London (BA) 


JJJJ — Frankfurt! 

jka Bahrain. Abo Dhabi. Shariah 


JfS kSST® 

1 ES 

market prices 

Uppcetomr price , in Bis per kg. 

- 600// 500 

- 500 / 400 

Banana 350/300 

Banana /Miilraiwmarj 300/250 

£*”5 - — » 350/300 

Broad beans 120/100 

90/ 60 

— 190/120 

E™™ 1 * .1807 120 

- 220/160- 

— 470 / 400 

-Eggptat....; 250/200'. 

P*™ 6 -I— JQQ/2SQ 

Le® 1 * 320/250 

l^tuccfperonc) 100/070 

Marrow ^laige) 60/ 40 

Itonewfowfl) 100/70 

Orange (Shairanocra) 380 / 300 

390(320 

Onion (dry)„, v . ; 1S0/120 

Omon (green). 130/ 100 

Pepper (hot) 320 / 280 

240 / 200 

Potato. 240 / 200. 

Spinach — .......J 150/120 

Strawbeny— ; — 1400/1000 

Tomatoes 580/400 
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VTC extends facilities to graduates 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The Muustzy 
of Labour's Vocational Training. 
Corporation VTC) has finalised 
arrangements for providing train- 
rag m different trades for gradu- 
ates of Yannouk University, and 
it hopes that the practice will be 
copied by community colleges 
and other universities in Jordan, 
according to VTC Director 
General Burhan Shreideh. 

In a statement published by 
Sawt A1 Shaab daily Saturday, 
Shreideh said chat the step is 
being taken by the VTC to enable 
graduates to find suitable jobs in 
their own specialisations or other 
trades alike. 

The VTC has already 
embarked on providing training 
to members of families under 
“family cooperatives” program- 
me designed to help the bread 
winner of the family earn addi- 
tional income, Shreideh noted. 
He said that the practice, which is 
followed in many countries 
around the world, entails training 
family members to sew shirts, do 
knit wear, do maintenance work 
on small equipment and 
machines. 


Referring to the VTCs other 
operations, Shreideh noted that 
the corporation now operates 11 
vocational training centres for 
young men and five for women 
spread across the country. The 


Shreideh added. 

Shreideh said that the VTC 
intends to help the centres' 
graduates to find employment af- 
ter graduation, and has plans for 
expanding training; for girls and to 


VTC which commenced opera- set up centres. winch can produce 
lions in 1977, has cameo out different articles for sale in the 


- three year and five year develop- 
ment programmes to provide 
tra ining to thousands of young 
men and women in different 
trades, badly needed in the local 
and Arab labour markets. 

From 311 trainees in 1977'the 
number of young men and. 
women under training rose to 
11,301 in 1988, Shreideh pointed 
out. He said that the current 
1986-1990 five year plan entails 
programmes for training 30,000 
people either as apprentices or 
full-fledged vocational trainers 
over periods ranging from three 
months to three years. 

Not only normal trainees be-, 
nefit from the VTC services, but 
atcn the handicapped men and 
women are offered special voca- 
tional tr aining courses to help 
them earn their own living. 


local market. 

He said that seminars are being 
held periodically and visits to 
schools made in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education to en- 
courage students to enrol at the 
vocational centres. 

Referring to cooperation' with 
Arab states, Shreideh noted that 
the VTC has signed a $200,000 
agreement to help South Yemen 
to commence vocational training 
programmes and has carried out 
dmriar programmes in Bahrain, 
North Yemen and Libya. Tbe 
VTC has already dispatched in- 
structors to these countries to 
help them carry ont vocational 
training programmes, and it is 
hoped that the' Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) wiD open the way 
for further inter-Arab coopera- 
tion in this respect. 


Jordan, Egypt plan power grid link 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) and 
the Egyptian Electricity Corpora- 
tion have finalised a feasibility 
study on linking the national grids 
of Egypt and Jordan via Sinai-, 
according to a JEA announce- 
ment here Sunday. The 
announcement said that the two 
countries have entrusted a French 
consultancy firm, “Electridte de 
France,” to carry out studies on 
the project which' would cost $170 
million and takes four years to be 
carried out after approval by the 
two governments. 


Tbe project entails laying an 
overhead 400- kilovolt lint* along 
10 kilometres from the thermal 
power station at Aqaba to tbe 
Aqaba coast, a 12-kilometre sob- 
marine cable ' between Aqaba 
coast and Sinai and a 290 
kilometre 500 -kilovolt line across 
tbe Sinai desert to Egypt, accord- 
ing to. the statement. 

The linkage with Egypt, the 
JEA statement said will help the 
two sides deal with emergency 
power, shortagers and benefit 
from low-cost power produced by 
either side. 


Official JEA statistics indicate 
that Jordan’s overall power con- 
sultation is currently 500 mega- 
watts but that overall production 
capacity, when all stations- are 
operational, is expected to be 900 
megawatts: 

Tbe linkage, approved by the 
joint Jordanian Egyptian Higher 
Committee in 1986 could pave 
the way for linking the grids in 
tbe North African Arab countries 
with the those in Asia, according 
to the statement. 

Jordan’s grid was connected 
with Syria’s in 198L 


16 drug traffickers sentenced 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 16 
people including four Syrian 
nationals have received sentences 
up to IS years in jail and the 
payment of up to JD 20,000 for 
importing or trafficking with 
drugs, according to a statement 
by the military court Sunday. 

The statement said that the 
convicted were found to have 
imported or tried to peddle hash- 
ish, heroin and captagon pills. 
The military governor, the state- 
ment said, has endorsed the sent- 
ences. 

Last month the Public Security. 
Department : (PSD)’ announced 
that it had broken np the biggest 
drug smuggling operation in Jor- 
dan's history, seizing two and a 
half tonnes of hashish, 300,000 
captagon pills with a total street 
value' of JD 2 million. 

The PSD said that those in- 
volved in the trafficking opera- 
tions included 12 Saudis, 25 Sy- 
rians and eight Jordanians. The 
statement said that according to 
the PSD, arrests were made in 
the first two months of 1989. 


It said that the amount of drugs 
seized in the first two months of 
1989 was double that seized in tbe 
same period of 1968, and attri- 
buted die rise to a surplus of 
hashish and declining prices in 
producing countries, high de- 
mand and soaring prices in con- 
suming countries and the increas- 
ing number of drag traffickers 


due to tbe prevailing economic 
and security climate in some of 
die countries in the region. 

It said that Jordan, which is not 
a large consumer of drugs , 
serves as a transit ground for the 
traffickers in view of its central 
geographic location within the 
Arab World. 



File photo of drugs seized by PSD in 1987 



Transport fares next 

Prices revised 


RSCN President Anis Muasher (centre) presents RJ 
Chairman Ali Ghandonr with the society shield. On 


the right is the society’s member Mrs. Leila Sharaf 
(Petra photo). 


RSCN honours RJ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN) Sunday demons- 
trated its appreciation of Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) for its endeavours 
to enable the society repatriate 
the Arabian oryx and other anim- 
als threatend with extinction. 

The RSCN President Anis 
Muasher presented RJ Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer Ali 


Gbaadour with the society’s 
shield. Muasher said that the 
shield was presented on RJ's 25th 
anniversary and in expression of 
appreciation of the airline's en- 
deavours to assist the society in 
its contribution to preserve wild- 
life in the Kingdom. 

The RSCN is now in charge of 
seven wildlife reserves which had 
been established in the country to 
protect plants and animals and 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


ROADS: The Public Works Department in Mafraq Govern orate has 
awarded a tender to a local company to improve the Manshieh road 
at a total cost of JD2S.000. Work on the project is expected to start in 
the coming week (Petra). 

WATER PIPES: The Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) Sunday 
announced that its teams have completed a number of water 
networks in the Tafileh district replacing the old pipes with new ones. 
A WAJ spokesman said that tbe project cost JD 50,000 (Petra). 

TRAINING: Tbe Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) has made 
plans to.carry out 133 training programmes for its employees during 
1989. A JEA offirial said that the training programmes covering 
technical, financial and administrative affairs will be held at the 
authority's training centre in Amman (Petra). 
ARCHAEOLOGY: A team from the British Institute for Archaeol- 
ogy and History has started excavations at Khirbet Fares in A1 Qasr 
district. The area dates back to the Byzantine, Roman and Iron 
Ages. The two month excavation is part of the Department of 
Antiquities plan to explore archaeological sites in various parts of the 
Kingdom (Petra). 

■FOR THE DEAF: The Ministry of Education’s counselling and 
mental health department will start broadcasting television program- 
mes for the deaf, by using the sign language, as of this week (Petra). 
MUNICIPALITIES: Minister of Municipal .and Rural .Affairs and 
the Environment Marwan A1 Hmoud has endorsed the JD 153,851 
budget of South Mazar Municipality in Karak Governorate. Hmoud 
also decided to form a special committee to study the tenders offered 
by the local councils to contractors to cany out services and 
development projects (Petra). 

TEACHER TRAINING: A three day training programme for 
developing teachers performance was held at Yannouk University 
Sunday. The programme is aimed at briefing teachers at the faculty 
of arts on new methods of education (Petra). 

CONSTRUCTION: Ramtha municipality has awarded a local 
company a JD 50,000 tender for the construction of tbe final stage of 
the Ramtha sports stadium. This stage entails installing water and 
sewerage facilities along other essential works (J.T.). 


prevent their extinction, accord- 
ing to a society report earlier this 
month. The society owns 50 
beads of orvx at 'the Sbomari 
Wildlife Reserve near Azraq 
oasis which was established in 
1975. 

Earlier this month the society 
said it was preparing a 13-part 
television programme on the en- 
vironment in Jordan in coopera- 
tion with the Jordan Television 
and local writers in a bid to 
promote a drive for protecting 
the Jordanian environment and 
reducing pollution in tbe country. 

The RSCN also reported that it 
was establishing a wildlife 
museum in Jordan in a bid to 
focus public attention on tbe need 
to protect and preserve all types 
of animals and highlight the coun- 
try’s natural history. 


Crossing 

River 

Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) Sun- 
day announced a programme for 
travel across the Jordan River 
bridges to and from the occupied 
territories. According to the 
programme, the King Hussein 
and- -Prince Mohammad- bridges 
will be open on Wednesday April 
19, 1989 only until 10 a.m. and 
will be dosed completely on the 
following day April 20. 

The two bridges will open nor- 
mally on Tuesday April 25, until 
10 a.m. only and remain 
closed on the following day, the 
statement said. It said that traffic 
across the bridges on other days 
in between will remain normal. 

The statement gave no reason 
for the new arrangements. 


Despite nightmare , Ahlam holds to her dreams 


By Nfywa Najjar and 
Rania Atalla 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 
AMMAN — Ahlam's nightmare 
started when the 24-year-old girl 
from the village of Ya’bad near 
Jenin in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories, was participating in a 
march to commemorate the mar- 
tyrdom of one of her fellow villa- 
gers. 

"The situation in Ya’bad was 
so tense that the Israeli occupa- 
tion army could not enter the 
village," Ah (am. whose name 
literally translates into “dreams," 
recalled from her hospital bed in 
Amman. “A helicopter started 
throwing tear gas bombs on to the 
8.000 or so peaceful demonstra- 
tors. 

One of the bomb landed close 
to Ahlam. She attempted to kick 
the bomb away from her,' buz 
within one minute she lost con- 
sciousness from tear gas inhala- 
tion- . 

The immediate effect of her 
exposure to the gas caused a 
burning feeling in her face, her 
eyes were constantly tearful and 


her stomach ached, she recalls. 
Ahlam suffered from, that condi- 
tion for a whole month, until 
more serious symptoms started 
appearing. Her arm muscles be- 
came stiff and ached as red patch- 
es appeared on her skin, -turning 
in stages to dark brown and then 
to black, after that, painful blis- 
ters developed all over those 
patches. 

Today, 14 months later, Ahlam 
is still suffering from the painful 
symptoms which continuously 
appear in various places of her 
upper body. Additional patches 
have appeared since she was 
admitted to Amman’s Palestine 
Hospital on January 25 — patch- 
es which she says are painful and 
itchy. One side of her face is still 
slightly swollen even though she 
has been given treatment to re- 
duce the swelling. 

A team of doctors 
Ahlam at the Palestine Hosp 
say that since they do not know 
what chemical substance tear gas 
is made out of, they cannot prove 
that her symptoms are a result of 
the inhalation of tear gas. But 



WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulieSnsand_ 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

"tr An aft exhibition display ing paintings by dMrcn at tbe 
Hensing Bank Complex. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

* open-air market, which includes foodstuff, clothes, 

borne appliances and children’s toys at Mahatta, eastern 


LECTURE 

☆ A lecture e n tit led “The Bible and History: the Origins of 
State” by Jmt-Mkbe! de Tarragon at tbe French Cnftural 
Centre - 5KA pan. 

FILM 

* A French flba entfcted “La Bdfe Equip*” at the French 
‘ Centre - &3ft pan. 


Ahlam shows her milamed arm at Palestine Hospital last week. 


neither can they disprove it: In 
any case, they cannot help but 
link her symptoms with the 
February 1988 event. 

Deep infection 

A biopsy carried out in a local 
laboratory indicated that Ahlam 
suffers from infections under the 
skin as deep as the blood vessels 
and muscles. Ulceration have de- 
veloped on her dun due to tbe 
decreased Mood supply in the 
affected areas. 

Dr. Ziad Kayyali, a plastic and 
reconstructive surgery specialist 
who is directly supervising 
Ahlam, said although laborator- 
ies in Jordan do not have the 
facilities to determine the subst- 
ance that causes Ahlam’s symp- 
toms, be “strongly suspected" 
(bar chemical substances caused 


the harmful change in Ahlam's 
skin tissue'. 

“It is defenitely not a skin 
disease," he said. “There is a 90 
per cent possibility that chemical 
substances caused this phe- 
nomenon.” Still, he said. 
Ahlam's symptoms ore simple 
compared to what she may de- 
velop in the future. Doctors have 
told her she is likely to develop 
complications in any of her 
organs rented to the central ner- 
vous system, she says. For the 
time being however, her eyes and 
skin continues to hurt. 

Ahlam's is the first such case 
doctors in Jordan have come 
across. A skin specialist. Dr. 
Umeish Umeish, said medical re- 
ports have indicated that inhaled 
gas can be absorbed systematical- 
ly causing damage to skin and 


muscles of the body. 

Another skin specialist in- 
volved in the case. Dr. Wajdi 
Kan’an, pointed out that symp- 
toms such as Ahlam's which 
appear due to a disease, are 
usually seen only in the lower 
limbs, and not as in Ahlam's case, 
in the arms or upper body. 

Kan 'an said only countries 
which produce tear gas would be 
in a position to prove thar what 
Ablam is suffering from is inhala- 
tion of poisonous chemicals since 
they would know what the che- 
micals contain and would there- 
fore have the antedote for her 
treatment. 


Ahlam is one of the few victims 
of I-raeli oppressiosn fortunate 
enough :o have gotten . ~imeni 
abroad. JL. ** ronvinced that 


Israeli occupation authorities 
would not have allowed her to 
cross the bridge if they had 
known she would be treated here. 
She is scheduled to fly to France 
this week to receive advanced 
treatment. But until she does, she 
continues to develop more and 
more painful symptoms on her 
body. 

Ahlam seemed to tolerate her 
suffering quite well. She did not 
mind the pain and discomfort 
becaue she believes that it is the 
price for liberation. 

‘Our soul’ 

“This is our country, our soul,” 
she said in reference to the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. “No one would ever 
give it up. I would not sell a single 
clod of its earth, not for anything 
in the whole world." 

The intifada, she says, is the 
“winning card" in the bands of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation, the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian 
people. “It allowed us a chance to 
express ourselves, whenever we 
throw a stone," we are expressing 
our grievances against occupa- 
tion." 

In her conviction, the intifada 
erupted as a reaction to 20 years 
of ocupation — "twenty hard 
years of humiliation, oppression, 
and suppression.” 

“If you keep blowing it, a 
balloon is bound to burst. This is 
exactly what happened to a peo- 
ple who were subjected to daily 
beatings, humiliation, and de- 
gradation," she asserted. “The 
Israeli occupation forces may, in 
fact, be doing us a favour. Every 
time they hit us, they make us 
stronger." 

One of Ahlam's ax brothers 
was badly beaten by Israeli sol- 
diers. Another was wounded in 
the leg by a bullet. But, she says, 
neither what happened to her nor 
what happened to her brothers 
will stop her. “My morale is 
higher than ever, and for me, the 
barrier of fear has been shat- 
tered. Our lives under occupation 
will end either in death or in 
liberation." 


■AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Transport and Tele- 
communications announced Sun- 
day that it will conduct a compre- 
hensive revision of the current 
rates of transport fares in the light 
of Saturday's announcement of 
tbe increases in fuel prices. 

A study of tbe cost of transport 
has become necessary now in 
view of the fuel prices which were 
among other things increased by 
a cabinet decision announced late 
Saturday night. Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunica- 
tion Khaled AI Haj Hassan said. 

According to the cabinet state- 
ment, the prices of fuel, soft and 
alcoholic drinks, cigarettes and 
natural mineral water were in- 
creased, and there will be in- 
creased also on the rates of reg- 
istering and licensing of vehicles 
and of telephone bills. 

The prices were readjusted in 
accordance with recommenda- 
tions made to the government by 
a special committee revising the 
country's financial, planning, 
commercial, industrial and supply 
policies, and in an attempt to 
redress the deficit in the budget, 
increases revenues for the treas- 
ury and control spending, accord- 
ing to cabinet statement pub- 
lished in the local press Sunday. 

Petrol 

According to the new measures 
which take immediate effect, the 
price of fuel will be as follows: a 
gas cylinder will be sold for JD 2 
up from JD 1.8, a litre of super 
petrol will be sold for 270 fils up 
from 210 fils, a litre of regular 
petrol will be sold for 220 fils up 
from 180 fils, jet fuel, 80 fils a 
litre up from 65 fils, diesel oil and 
kerosene, 75 fils a litre up from 65 
fils, asphalt. JD 60 per tonne up 
from JD 50. 

With regard to drinks the fol- 


lowing rates will be in force: 
Locally produced alcoholic drinks 
will go up by 40 per cent while 
imported foreign drinks will be 
hiked by 50 per cent; detergents 
will sell at JD 150 up from JD 120 
per tonne. 

Foreign cigarettes 

Malboro, 850 fils up from 680 
fils; Kent, 750 fils up from 610 
fils; Silk Cut, 750 fils up from 610 
fils; Rothmans 800 fils up from 
630 fils; Gold Ring 800 fils up 
from 640 fils; Barckley 800 fils up 
from 640 fils. 

Local cigarettes 

Kama! 290 fils; Reem Extra 
360 fils; Gold Star 420 fils; Phi- 
ladelphia 80 milligrammes 440 
fils; Philadelphia 85 milligrammes 
440 fils; Philadelphia 100 millig- 
rammes 490 fils; Nassim 440 fils; 
Top Twenty 490 fils. 

Soft drinks 

Aerated water to sell for 130 
fils per litre up from 110 fils for 
reusable containers and 135 fils 
from 115 fils for disposable con- 
tainers. Natural mineral water 
from 110 fils to 135 fils per litre 
for reusable metal containers and 
from 115 fils to 135 fils a litre for ■ 
disposable containers. 

The cabinet also decided that 
fees on television be added, but 
did not specify the amount and 
said that a 10 per cent increase 
mil be added to the telephone 
bills and telephone annual sub- 
scription. 

The cabinet statement said that 
there will be an increase in the 
fees imposed on registering and 
licensing vehicles of all types and 
that a list of the new rates will 
follow. 


SDC board meets, 
reviews projects progress 


SALT (Petra) — The work and 
achievements of the Salt De- 
velopment Corporation (SDC) 
were reviewed at a meeting here 
by the corporation's board meet- 
ing under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Jaafar Al Shaami the cor- 
poration's director general and 
board chairman. 

Shami announced that the cor- 
iration’s cultural centre has 
:n completed at the cost of JD 
1.5 million and will be officially 
opened in the coming month. Tbe 
SDC, he said, is now setting up 
gardens and greeen areas around 
the cultural centre at the cost of 
■JD 10,000. 

The cultural centre is a com- 
plex built through contributions 
from Saltis and Kuwaitis and in- 
cludes a mosque, a public library, 
a craft training centre, a carpark 
and a multi purpose hall, Shami 
told the meeting. 

Shami also announced that the 


SDC was going ahead with a plan 
to restore old archaeological 
buildings in Salt with assistance 
from the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID). 

USAID will provide the bulk 
of the cost of a feasibility study 
and restoration work for the pro- 
ject fcstimated at JD 49,500, 
according to Shami, who said that 
the old buildings in question are 
located in rhe town centre and 
form a good attraction for tourists 
and visitors. 

Shami noted that contacts are 
underway with the Ministry of 
Education to supply the cultural 
centre with qualified teachers 

Shami said that JD 156,000 
have been spent on the pilot 
school and the SDC has donated 
JD 7,100 to Salt municipality to' 
help it carry out municipal pro- 
jects and JD 1,500 to the sports 
dub. 
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Tai© only hope 
■?©r Lebanon 

WITH the principal antagonists in Lebanon divided as ever 
on how to defuse the recent escalation in the fighting in the 
country and the international community also getting 
confused and bewildered on how to resolve the 15 years old 
conflict, toe only remaining common denominator on which 
.ail parties within and without Lebanon seem to agree is to 
give the Arab League's reconciliation committee all the 
support necessary to enable it to carry out its mandate. This 
Arab League committee is painstakingly and step by step 
working on a formula to settle the Lebanese crisis from its ’ 
roots and in all its dimensions. Sorely a formidable problem 
of the size of the Lebanese dilemma cannot be expected to be 
settled over night. Much work has still to be done. Equally 
important is that such Arab efforts need to be done quietly, 
confidentially and away from the limelig ht in order to give 
the various factions in Lebanon appropriate opportunities to 
negotiate with one another through the Arab League 
committee in the most earnest possible way. Lucidly there is 
a growing consensus regionally and internationally that the 
Arab League efforts offer Lebanon and the Lebanese people 
their best chance to put an end to their sufferings. Every 
effort must therefore be made by all parties to the Lebanese 
conflict to give the ongoing Arab League attempts to bring 
the Lebanese drama to peaceful and reasonable resolution a 
real chance to succeed. There is no way for the Arab Leagne 
to accomplish toe mandate of the ministerial committee 
without affecting an immediate halt to the indiscriminate 
shelling thet is still going on in Lebanon. 

It pains every human being on Earth not to mention the 
Arab Nation to see endless killing and destruction continue 
in Lebanon. In this vein, the deployment of an inter-Arab 
force to monitor the armed conflict in Lebanon would be the 
only sensible thing left to do now. If there is ever an 
opportune time and environment for the. resort to an 
inter-Arab force to assure tbe stopping of blood letting in 
Lebanon it is now. The Arab World most demonstrate to 
Lebanon its real devotion and commitment to its return to 
normalcy in accordance with the Arab League charter and 
by tbe most operational way — the deployment of an Arab 
peace-keeping force. The reputation of the Arab League 
system is now at stake and how it goes about ending the 
armed and political conflict in Lebanon would determine its 
relevancy within and without the Arab World. The eyes of 
the whole world are therefore set on the Arab League 
ministerial committee and on its recommendations to put an 
end to the cyde of toe fighting between fellow Lebanese 
people. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 



JOR^M F1ESS EDITORIALS 


,A1 Ra’i daily newspaper praised the government's measures 
designed to bolster the national economy and said that the 
decision to raise the price of non-essential materials was a step in 
the right direction. The paper said that the boosting of the 
economy is a national responsibility and the Jordanian citizens 
.must shoulder their share and contribute towards executing a five 
year economic programme which will reduce the deficit in the 
budget and increase domestic revenues. Reducing expenses and 
rationalising consumption arc bound to lead to further savings 
which are needed to pay off the debts and mainrain the 
momentum of socio-economic development in Jordan, the paper 
added. It said that the execution of economic programme as 
backed and endorsed by the International Monetary Fund will 
help stabilise the Jordanian currency and achieve further econo- 
mic growth reaching up to four per cent. For its part the. 
government will now embark on implementing the economic 
programme which would not only save funds needed for 
development but will open the way for further investments and 
subsequent additional income. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily Sunday discusses the work of the 
Arab League mediation team which is trying to put an end to the 
civil strife in Lebanon. We wonder how "this mediation team will 
be able to end the conflict in Lebanon since the Lebanese people 
themselves have lost their control over their own affairs, says Tareq 
Masarweh. The Lebanese militias, the writer adds, have become 
tools in the hands of bigger powers and the battlefields in Beirut 
are no more than stages for their acting. The meetings in Kuwait 
with the representatives of the different parties, and the decision 
whether to add one member to parliament or not, can by no 
means end the sufferings of the Lebanese people. Tbe only 
solution, the writer says, is to hold talks with the bigger powers 
which are exploiting the Lebanese people and perpetuating the 
sufferings of the innocent people. 

Al Dustour daily commented on the current flurry in Arab 
diplomatic activities on the eve of King Hussein’s travel to 
Washington for talks on the Middle East issue with President 
Bush and the American administration. The paper said Amman 
has been visited by Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat for coordination of stands vis-a-vis the 
Palestine question and other national issues. It said that the visits 
by tbe two Arab leaders here can be interpreted as a means to 
boost the Arab Nation's stand and to add their efforts to those of 
the King who is spearheading the endeavours to achieve peace. 


Inching towards 


ISRAELI Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s election formula for 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip appears to be gaming currency 
amid reports that Washington is leaning heavfly in favour of 
endorsing it became it allegedly contains the seeds for a break- 
through in the Middle Bast peace process. Newsreports, mean- 
while, suggest that Palestinian and Arab rejection of the idea is 
slowly eroding. Ail these developments are taking place when 
little thus far has been released about tbe salient features of the 
election sdieme. 

It must also be remembered that the electron idea per se came 
in the midst of a multi-faceted “peace” plan that Shamir took with 
him to Washington last week. Accordingly die presentation of the 
principle of the ballot in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was never 
highlighted as the centrist theme in tbe Shamir plan. The other 
points mentioned in the Israeli proposal touched upon tbe 
sacrosanctity of tbe Camp David Accords, the need to resolve tbe 
Palestinian refugee problem and the’ overall Arab- Israeli rela- 
tions. Thus, as I see the election component; of the Shamir 
initiative,- it is only a part of a comprehensive package deal 
featuring complimentary components from the Israeli point of 
view. What amazes me therefore is why all the fuss about one part 
of an Israeli “peace recommendatio n” when all the other parts. 


which are just as contentious and substantive, have escaped Arab 
and. international attention. 

As for the idea of settling the Israefi-Palestinian conflict 
through ballots rather than bullets, it appears that what Shamir 
has in mmd is that any such elections would produce a Palestinian 
delegation which will negotiate an interim settlement in which a ; 
self-governing administration will be set up in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Shamir also offered a texnptuous bait which says that 
there could be negotiations after the viability of the interim 
settlement has been substantiated which would address the issue 
of the final settlement for the occupied territories on a basis which 
would not exdude any option. However die willingness of Shamir 
to discuss any option as bases foe a final settlement was not left to 
rest in peace by .Shamir for with the same breath be made it 
emphatically dear that his country cannot rdmquisli control of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip because such withdrawal would 
lead to a “PLO state” on the outskirts of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem 
and that in his estimation that would constitute a mortal danger to 
Israel. 

The immediate question that comes to the fore is which of 
Shamir’s statements one should believer tbe one suggesting tbat- 
before long there will be negotiations on the permanent status of 


the Arab territories, in which all options would be considered, or 
the one that refers to the West Bank and Gaza Snip as Judea, 
and -binaTq ficMn which Israel cannot withdraw? To^ me -suto i 
question a nd better still the answer to such a question is more 
fundamental than whether the Arab side should welc ome the 
election proposal or reject it. Instead, the .. rhetoric on the 
election .idea is moving in tbe direction of whether to accept, 
elections among the Palestinians conditionally or to reject them 
uncon ditionally As Nabfl Shaath, political adviser to President 
Yasser Arafat has commented before the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors in Washington Thursday, ‘|tbe idea of 
elections is absolutely desirable, absolutely exhilarating to Palesti- 
nians. But then one to put these elections in their proper 
perspective. Free elections require an end to occupation.” 

But if in the final analysis there are elections in tbe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip under appr op riate conditions there would be no 
way to put the genie back in the jar. The ripples and after-effects 
of such an exercise of free and democratic elections would 
snowball to infinite proportions and there is no telling where they 
will all lead the Pales tinian side. However one thing is sure The 
result of any such elections under suitable conditions would be the 
surest civil way to undermine Israel's continued occupation of 
Arab territories. 


Eagleburger: Step-by-step in the Mideast 


Following is tbe text of remarks 
made by U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagleburger 
April 13 to tbe United Jewish 
Appeal (UJA). 

WHAT I want to talk about very 
briefly this afternoon is the Mid-, 
die East — just to give you a little 
outline of where we stand in the 
aftermath of the Shamir and 
Mubarak visits. But before I talk 
briefly about the visits them- 
selves, I need, I think, give you a 
little sense of sort of where we’re 
coming from on the general prob- 
lem of the Middle East peace 
I process. 

There are really three factors 
that have guided the President 
and Secretary Baker when they 
begin to try to deal with this thus 
far intractable problem: the first 
is I think obvious to everybody. 
The situation in tbe region is not 
one that will get better by itself. 
It’s not a situation if left to itself, 
will improve. Therefore, we have 
to be active. But at the same time 
we do believe that there are 
opportunities which may have 
changed Israeli and Palestinian 
Thinking enough that they are 
worth exploring. 

Second, the environment in the 
region, will not sustain a negotia- 
tion now in our judgment, or a 
high visibility initiative by any 
outside party including the Un- 
ited States. The formal gaps be- 
tween the parties are stUJ too 
large, and suspicions are still too 
entrenched. 

Third, mechanisms like an in- 
FTternational conference — at this 


time — may distract from tbe 
choices they have to make to 
implement the workable process. 
Focusing on the conference as the 
principal point of attention at tins 
point, would in our judgment be 
counterproductive. That is not to 
say that a conference at some 
time may not be possible, but it is 
not something that we believe 
ought to be the first event — or 
dose to the first event — in die 
peace process. 

What we believe is required 
now is an effort to break down 
tbe walls of mistrust and the 
barriers to accommodation be- 
tween die parties. There must be 
actions on the ground to defuse 
tbe tensions and to replace the 
dialogue of violence with political 
discourse. These steps must be 
taken by Israelis and Palestinians 
in order to alter die climate. 
These steps cannot be taken in a 
vacuum. Steps on the ground 
must be based on a political 
process that paves the way for 
negotiations on interim arrange- 
ments for final status. 

It is our view that the key 
principles of these negotiations 
must be the achievement of 
Israeli security, Pales tinian poli- 
tical rights and a comprehensive 
peace through negotiations based 
on U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. It is within this 
framework that we are evaluat- 
ing, looking at, studying the con- 
sequences of the visits by Mubar- 
ak and Shamir. 

Our general judgment is that 
we are encouraged -by what has 
happened so far, though I would 


also caution yon, and it should be 
fairly obvious, that we are again 
dealing with small steps. 

. President Mubarak clearly 
understands our approach, parti- 
cularly tbe need to change the 
atmosphere before workable 
negotiations can be launched. He 
left here* agreed not to prejudge 
the idea of elections and to see 
whether it could be used to 
launch a peace process. 

Prime Minister Shamir came 
with an encouraging elections 
proposal that could provide a 
basis for moving ahead. The 
Prime Minister’s proposal went 
beyond Camp David — that is, 
elections before an agreement on 
transitional arrangements — not 
after — and that’s a major step 
forward and we need to recognise 
it as such. He also used a new 
formulation: elections to quote, 
“launch a negotiating process” 
unquote, which suggests his 
understanding of the need to 
satisfy Palestinian political aspira- 
tions within some context 

He talked of negotiations 
that would try to accommodate 
Israeli and Palestinian needs. 
Now, much remains to be done. 
We need to work to flesh out die 
details of how we get to elections 
— and we — that is still substan- 
tial work to be done: How we get 
to the elections, what the elec- 
tions themselves would be like, 
and most important of all, their 
link to a final status negotiation. 

The fact is, that elections are 
an intensely political act sur- 
rounded by a great deal of politic- 


al activity that would give both 
Pales tinians and Israelis a new 
way to begin to deal with each 
other. 

This is a challenge in the period 
ahead.- Moving intensively on an 
— and I emphasise — a step by 
step process aimed at two things: 
to work through with the Israelis 
the issues related to Shamir’s 
elections proposal, and to work 
with die Arab world to see how 
we might transform the situation 
and build on tbe elections idea in. 1 
a way that makes progress- 
possible. 

Let me end by saying a word 
about the PLO. We are not trying 
to mediate between Israel and the 
PLO. We do have our own dia- 
logue with the PLO, as -you 
know. That dialogue is not an end 
in itself. We will use it to deter- 
mine whether Arafat is ready to 
take concrete steps to allow a 
process of Israeli-Palestinian 
accommodation on the West . 
Bank and in Gaza to develop. We 
are hopeful at this point, but its 
early m the process. There is 
certainly a long way to go, but we 1 
have a process underway, we 
think, that is rotted in reality. We 
want to build on what the prime 
minis ter has brought ns — and it | 
is significant — and it .js iippps-. 1 
tent that wife ate 
committed to peace — Arabs, 
Israelis, Pales tinians and Amer- 
icans — not reject out of hand the 
.ideas that Shamir has brought 
and that we work constructively 
together to give it a fair hearing. , 

We are, in a word, asking i 


everyone to give os a chance to .only began with the s m all steps 
make this work, and we recognise necessary to hopefully, bring us 


Central America and superpower rivalry 


By Bernd Debusmaim 

Reuter 

MEXICO CitY — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's call for an 
end to tbe arms race in Central 
America has highlighted a vast 
gulf between superpower words 
and deeds in an area armed to the 
teeth. 

Moscow and Washington have 
pumped weapons worth billions 
of dollars to their respective 
clients in Central America, giving 
it one of the world’s highest rates 
of military growth over the past 
decade. 

Military supplies from bullets 
to bombers and tanks have con- 
tinued despite earnest public dec- 
larations from both superpowers 
that there can be no peace as long 
as militarisation of the region 
continues. 

Gorbachev made the latest su- 
perpower call for an end to arms 
deliveries during his visit to Cuba 
last week. “There is' at the pre- 
sent time a real possibility to 
ensure peace and security in the 
region,” he said in Havana. 

“A major condition for this 
would be a halt to military sup- 
plies from wherever they come.” 

Similar statements in the past 
have not been matched by any 
reduction of Soviet supplies to 
Nicaragua, whose armed forces 
have increased more than tenfold 
in the past decade to become the 
biggest in Central America. 

In turn, the U.S. government 
has shown no inclination to trans- 
late into deeds periodic calls for a 
halt to weapons supplies. Con- 
gress has cut military supplies to 
right-wing insurgents in Nicar- 
agua but U.S. client governments 
in El Salvador and Honduras 
continue to receive large amounts 
of weapons. 

“It has been the same story 
year after year,” said a Latin 
American diplomat. “The Amer- 
icans say they will stop once the 
Russians stop. The Russians say 
they will stop once the Americans 
stop. It is always “you first’ and no 
one is making the first move." 

In January the United States 
completed delivery of a squadron 
of F-S fighter jets to Honduras, at 
$72 muUoa the biggest single 
military deal in Central America 
for years. 


The fighters, tbe most adv- 
anced aircraft in tbe Central 
American arsenal, were shipped 
three months ahead of. schedule 
and ensured Honduran air super- 
iority over Nicaragua. 

Western diplomats said the 
early delrveries of the F-5s was 
meant as a signal from Prescient 
Bush that he was as committed to 
backing Honduras, Washington’s 
closest ally in Central America, 
as was President Reagan. 

The superpowers’ apparent 
hypocrisy underscores die fact 
that Central America has yet to 
benefit from the improved di- 
mate in U.S.-Soviet relations 
which has led to disarmament 
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moves elsewhere. 

In Europe, Moscow took the 
first step by ammimcnig a reduc- 
tion in conventional ground 
forces and short-range missiles. 
But in Central America, neither 
of the two big powers have 
budged from their original 
rationale for arming their cheats 
to the hflL 

Sooa after the revolutionaries 
of the Sandmista National Li- 
beration Front (FSLN) in Nicar- 
agua toppled dictator Anastesio 
Somotza in 1979, Washington ac- 
cused the Sandinistas — in com- 
plicity with Cuba — of ru nnin g 
arms to left-wing rebels fi ghtin g 
the U.S.-backed government in 
El Salvador. 




In response, die U.S. helped 
raise an army of right-wing insur- 
gents, known as contras, who 
began fighting the Sandinistas 
from bases in Honduras. Both the 
Salvadorean and Honduran milit- 
ary establishments flourished 
with large injections of U.S. a id. 

The "Soviet Union in turn 
armed the Sandinistas on the 
premise that they had to be 
strong enough to withstand unfit- - 
axy pressure from the contras and 
the Hondurans. 

Western military experts say 
they do not expect sizeable Cute in 
military aid from either super- 
power though the staggering 
growth rates of the past are tm- 
Hkely to be repeated. 
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tfmt it will talff. time. We also say to a substan tial change in 
to you that it is nothing that will tions in the Middle East, 
lead to an immediate or obvious , I would be happy to 


in concfi- 


1 breakthrough. The won! again, is 


I would be happy to try to 
answer any questions for about 


step-by-step process, and we have five minutes. 

3 more turn martyr 


(Contfamed Dram page 1) of the assassination of Abu Jihad, 
. the PLO leader said he also 
Bank city of Nablnp and two in would accept a “transitional 
Jdazoun refugee camp. period” of a tew months before a 

All these areas were under final solution, 
curfew at the time, as was During a visit to Washington 
Dheisheh where Kasas was shot, earlier tins month, Israeli Prime 
At least 437 Palestinians have Minister Yitzhak S hamir prop- 
been killed in the 16-month-oki osed organising elections in the 
Palestinian uprising. occupied territories so their resi- 

AH 650,000 Palestinians in the Amu; can choose representatives 
Gaza Strip and more than for peace talks. The United 
300,000 in the West Bank were States said the proposal was cn- 
under curfew Sunday, one year couraging. 
after Abu Jihad was gunned <C I say to ( Ameri can President 
down at his Tunis home. George) Bush, don’t treat us any 

Despite the army curfews, better than Namibia,” Arafat 
dozens of protests were reported sa id at the ceremony. 

Sunday. “Did you not say tor Namibia: 

La Nablus, dozens of pictures withdrawal, then (deployment of) 
of Abu Jihad were plastered on U.N. (forces), then elections? 
walls and utility poles. La Tat Who said we were hostile to 
karem, Palestinians chanted over elections? We want elections, bat 
: loudspeakers: “Abu Jihad, rest in . is there a angle free man in the 
‘peace. We continue tbe world who would accept electiqip 
. i' -VnV, r.'-jv. under the shadow : W- oorafpa- 

Israel never offidally acknow- "tron?” 

laJged responsibility *eAbo Shamir wim cabinet bacUu 
Jihad assassination, but author- 

itative Israeli sources said the k^a 

■ anamir meanwhile won broad 

inner, cabinet ordered it m the i_-_ .. . . — . 


Shamir wins cabinet backing 


belief that Abu Jihad was direct- 
ing the u pris i n g. 

News of the kflfing last year 
sparked violent protests in the 
occupied territories and troops 


Shamir meanwhile won broad 
cabinet support Sunday for his 
election proposal, Israeli minis- 
ters said. 

But two right-wing ministers 
voiced doubts, suggesting Shamir 


may face opposition from^mrd- 

hiahmot rlrnrfi *011 Crw a mat* A**., 1*0615 U1 tliS OWH LtiCUd party, SS 

- the pubuc rejection by 


since the uprising started in De- 
cember 1987. 

Posters and slogans com- 


Palestnrians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Shamir, who returned from the 


United Sute Friday, presented 

SiGara Strip since las week. plm ff Ca ^ M * 

Police said they crested 45 ” unom 

Arabs after a bomb exploded in a gdang from President George 

dostbia iri a TeI A.viy sobnrb. The it ^ ^ 

blast caused, no mjimes. ft* - Defence Miaiffler«tzhak 

Arafat reaffirms stand Rabin told reporters after tbe 

meeting. “This initiative puts the. 
In Tonis, Palestine President ball in the Arab, Palestinian court 
'and PLO Chairman Yasser Are- because Israel offers something 
fat said Sunday the PLO would concrete — how to move from 
accept elections in the occupied the present situation towards 
territories under two conditions peace on our eastern border.” 
— that they be held after with- Right-wing ministers David 
drawal of Israeli troops and under Levy and Yitzhak Modaj express- 
U.N. supervision. ed misgivings, saying the plan 

During a ceremony organised would only “legitimise” candi- 
to commemorate the anniversary dates from the PLO. 
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Taxi! Taxi! 


In a word apparently obsessed with design and yearly model 
improvements, it's nice to find a 40-year-old product still 
going strong. It's name? The London Taxi. Arfaoro Gon- 
ndw reports. 


ALL THINGS considered, the 
British have a lot to he proud 
of in their distinctive London 
taxicab. Consider some of its 
amenities: a 1 .75-metre height 
predetermined so that a gentle- 
man may sit in with bis top hat 
on and not touch the roof. 
Forty-centimetre-deep 
cushioned seats. Physical 
separation by glass from the 
driver. Two jump seats so that 
four can fit inside its 1.7 metre- 
wide rear passenger compart- 
ment. Rear-view mirrors 
mounted on the wings or at 
such an angle in the cab so as to 
ensure passenger privacy. 

A rear compartment beater 
and tights which can be turned 
on by the passenger. A well-lit 
meter positioned so that no- 
thing blocks it from the clients’ 
view. And a turning radius of 
under seven metres, making 
possible, for this 3.8 metre long 
car, some of the sharpest U- 
tums imaginable. 

The boxy British Leyland, 
Austin-designed FX4 back 
hasn’t changed materially since 
the 1920s when it was first 
conceived. The current model 
dates back to 1948. the year 
Prince Charles was born. 
Several prime ministers later, 
the car has hardly altered. 

Maybe the British have built 
such a good cab because 
they've been in the business of 
chauffeuring people around 
longcT than most. 

History of ‘taxi-cabs’ 

In 1634. a retired sea cap- 
tain in London began renting 
out five horse-drawn cabs to 
people who didn't want to 
muddy their feet in the dirt of 
the city streets. Drivers arrived 
liveried and bewigged and 
charged about 12 cents a mile. 
London’s oldest cab stand is on 
the Strand where it has been 
for over 350 years. 

Then came Joseph Aloysius 
Hansom, a milestone name in 
the history of British cab. He 
designed the distinctive horse- 


drawn, two-wheeler in which 
Sherlock Holmes cfip-cJopped 
through the foggy gaslit Lon- 
don streets. - 

In 1896 there were 7,580 
hansom cabs in London, as 
against only 13.500 cabs today . 
The hansom held sway until 
1904 when automobiles clat- 
tered onto London’s streets. 

. The term “cab” comes from 
the French cabriolet de place, a 
horse-drawn cart for hire in 
London and Paris in the early 
1800s. To register the tax on a 
ride, the French in 1898 instal- 
led a taxi-meter and the term- 
“ taxi-cab” was born. 

The London Hackney Car- . 
riages Act — ■ named for a 
breed of horse which used to 
pull early cabs — is more than 
100 years old and has still not 
been fully overhauled by Brit- 
ish authorities. Until the late 
1940s, every cabbie on the 
roads was legally obliged to 
provide one bale of hay a day 
for his animal . 

Actually. London’s first laws 
governing cabs date back to 
1657 when Cromwell’s officials 
forbade “over-charging, wan- 
ton and reckless driving, refus- 
ing to accept a hiring,” and 
(rereed “anyone guilty of the 
said abuses shall be whipped.” 

Perhaps the British Govern- 
ment has been a little slow to 
rewrite its 1869 Public Car- 
riages Act, but there is nothing 
backwards about the way it 
currently manages its cabs and . 
cabbies. 

Since 1850. the Carriage 
Office has been part of Scot- 
land Yard. A staff of dose to 
80 runs 13.500 cabs and 18,500 
drivers criss-crossing the 1,735 
miles of roadway in London’s 
650 suqare miles. 

Stringent checks 

One requirement' which 
other countries might do well 
to imitate is an annual stringent 
breakdown, reassembly and 
overhaul of every cab on the 
'road. At the busy Public Car- 


riage House inLondoh, 80 cabs 
a day get a going-over that’s a 
mechanic's dream. Checks are 
so stringent that most owners 
find it unprofitable to keep a 
cab on the road for more than' 
10 years. 

Of course, the British cab is 
not perfect. It is diesel-po- 
wered for economy, but drivers 
complain that the four-cylinder 
engine is noisy. And it's not 
designed for speed; if a driver 
puts his foot down, he's lucky 
to hit 100 kilometres per hour. 
But on Britain's city streets, 
speed is seldom possible any- 
way. Also, the boot is small, 
but this is compensated for by 
commodious luggage space 
alongside the driver. 

There's no doubt that the 
four-speed Austin taxi is a 
vehicle which reaches out and 
simply grips the affections of 
men who admire automobiles. 
One eccentric nnOionaire had a 
cab specially built for himself 
several years ago with assorted 
gpld fittings and electrically 
operated windows. When part 
of his estate was auctioned off, 
it went for close to $15,000. 

An American tycoon, Frank- 
lyn Bower, decided several 
years ago that the London taxi 
was the perfect gift for the 
“man who had everything” and 
ordered 32 vintage vehicles for 
about $75,000, shipping 
charges included. 

Changes ‘unwelcome’ 

The most frightening of all 
thoughts is that the British are 
tampering with this near-per- 
fect design. London Taxis In- 
ternational has a new model, 
fashioned on the Range Rover, 
ready to come out. Galled the 
CR6, it will cost cabbies about 
$16,500. If they roll out in 
quantity, it will mean a lot of 
free rides; tradition has it that 
the first passenger gets the ride 
on the nouse. 

Another grisly prospect: 
Some London cabs may soon 
be equipped with bade seat 
videos which will play 30 mi- 
nutes of commercials at passen- 
gers. Happily, there will be a 
passenger block-off switch. 

Several prestigious London 



Aspiring London cabbies have to prove they know aD of London’s 7,500 street names. 


firms have their own private 
cabs. Coutts the bankers have a 
maroon model; stockbrokers 
Giieveson Corant's . is greeu; 
realtors Knight. Frank and 
Rutley has a phone in its pri- 
vate taxi. 

Bndget Rent-a-Car has been 
renting a white London cab 
(sans meter and ‘Taxi” sign) 
for those who want to get be- 
hind tbe wheel of this ultimate 
auto. 

Genial drivers 

There is one other element 
which makes a ride in a British 
taxi a delight in comparison 
with enduring a trip elsewhere. 
The difference is the British 
taxi driver. Sporting nicknames 
like Billy the Coalman, Shiney 
Tops and Randy Raw. wearing 
their traditional brass lapel 
badges, taxi drivers are a uni- 
que and dedicated, bluff and 
genial bunch. 

One is a knight. Sir Tom 
Sharman, who continued to 
drive even after the queen tap- 
ped him on the shoulder for his 
work with Britain’s housing 
associations. 

Becoming a London cabbie 
is no cinch. Applicants must 
put in 15 to 18 months of study, 
taking an oral exam every two 
or three weeks at Scotland 
Yard’s Public Carnage Office 
to obtain the distinctive green 
licence. The candidates have to 
prove they know all of Lon- 
don's 7.500 street names within 


a six-mile radius of Charing 
Cross station. About 1,500 
hopefuls, average age 20. tack- 
le tbe course each year; less 
than 750 make it. 

Ernie Keats of the Licensed 
Taxi Drivers Association ex- 
plains the routine. “The Car- 
riage Office gives each man a 
little blue book with about 450 
routes in downtown London in 
it, and he has to learn the most 
direct way to each spot. By the 
time he's finished with the 
book and the training, be's 
crossed and re-crossed- the 
same streets hundreds of times. 

"Then he’s also *On The 
Knowledge'. That means get- 
ting on a motorbike to follow 
all the routes he'll eventually 
drive, learning the one-way 
streets, memorising every cine- 
ma, theatre, musuem, hotel 
and train station. 

“The men learn London with 
a vengeance because, after all, 
it's a job for a lifetime, isn't 
it?” 

The trade has a lingo all its 
own: 

“Musbers” are owner-driv- 
' ers; “journeymen” the drivers 
who rent their cabs: “butter- 
boys” newly licensed cabbies. 

British cabbies have a repu- 
tation for being thoughtful and 
responsible men. Often you'll 
see a cab trying to make a 
U-tum into a long line of Lon- 
don traffic and, inevitably, it's 
a fellow cabbie who'll blink his 
lights and make a gap so his 
buddy can slip in. 

For years an elderly British 


driver in Ledbury took it on 
himself to attend to the trans- 
portation needs of a widow in 
her 80s. waiting for her when 
she shopped, coming by to pick 
her up at regular times. “I 
suppose she was my best cus- 
tomer.” he recalls. “She told 
me she was going to leave me 
something in her will but I 
never took any notice of that.” 

When she died at 86, he got 
the biggest tip of his life from 
her; $75,000. 

My own favourite British 
cabbie story is a pesonal one. I 
had to travel out to Silverstone 
to photograph Grand Prix driv- 
er Jackie Stewart in a race, and 
took a five-mile cab ride from 
the train station to the speed- 
way. In the cab. I asked the 
driver if he’s pick me up at the 
gate at 5 p.m. and he agreed. 

At five. I arrived at the spot 
but was dismayed to find that 
the police bad converted the 
two-way highway into a one- 
way exit road from the track. 
There was absolutely no way 
for the cabbie to drive up to 
me. I asked a policeman how I 
might get home and he sug- 
gested walking a mile down the 
road, until it became two-way 
again. These I'd find a bus 
which would get me to the 
station. So I started tramping. 

Halfway there I met my driv- 
er — walking up. Picking me 
up meant a two-mile hike for 
him from where he was parked, 
but he'd made a promise, 
hadn’t he? — Reprinted from 
Emirates Inflight magazine. 


Birdwatchers 
turn to Morocco 

for rare species 


By Jonathan Clayton 

Reuter 

MOULAY BOU SELHAM, 
Morocco — International conser- 
vationists have joined forces to 
tiy to save the Moroccan winter 
resting ground of one of tbe 
world's rarest birds. 

Experts reckon the slender bil- 
led curlew — Numenius tenuiros- 
tris — to be the most endangered 
species of migratory bird in 
Europe and Africa, with fewer 
than 100 left. 

“It is quite simply on the brink 
of extinction,” Alastair Gammell 
of Britain's Royal Society for the 
Preservation of Birds (RSPB) 
told Reuters. 

Bird watchers during the past 
three months spotted three slen- 
der billed curlews wintering on 
the Merja Zerga lagoon, near the 
picturesque town of Moulay Bou 
Selham on Morocco's Atlantic 
coast. 

The bird, small and whitish 
with black and brown spots, 
breeds in the central Siberian 
marshes, and then in the autumn 
it migrates thousands of miles 
across Eastern Europe to Africa. 

“It is extremely rare. No nest 
has been found in the Soviet 
Union since before the Russian 
revolution. Less than 100 is a 
really desperate situation for a 
bird that migrates so many 
thousands of miles,” said Adam 
Gretton of the International 
Council for Bird Preservation 
(ICBP). 

Tbe ICBP has launched a cam- 
paign to save the species which 
has thrown the spotlight on the 
7,000-hectare coastal reserve, 
hitherto known to only a handful 
of bird watchers. 

Conservationists are concerned 
about hunting which takes place 
on the edge of the reserve, and 
poaching and overfishing by the 
local population. They also fear 
the scenic area could be targetted 
for major tourism developments. 

The RSBPand ICBP organised 
a day's seminar at a hotel near the 
reserve recently to try to make 
local officials more aware of the 


importance of the site. 

Gretton said the seminar was a 
great success. “Somehow we 
have to try and develop a plan 
which rationalise all the compet- 
ing interests for the area,” Gret- 
ton said. 

Before they were sported on 
tbe Merja Zerga lagoon, slender 
billed curlews bad been glimpsed 
only sporadically over the last 10 
years coming down to feed during 
the long journey westwards. 

Gretton said the species ran 
into trouble because of the dis- 
appearance of European marsh- 
lands as more and more land has 
been cultivated, and burning also 
took a very big toll. 

“Merja Zerga is the only place 
in the world where the slender 
billed curlew can now be seen 
with any certainty,” he said. 

Before leaving for the Soviet 
Union in late March, the three 
birds were frequently spotted 
over a three-month period, often 
feeding alongside flocks of other 
breeds of curlew. 

After the bird was regularly 
sported feeding in the mudlands 
surrounding the reserve in the 
winter of 1987, hundreds of ex- 
ited European birdwatchers ar- 
rived, hoping to catch a glimpse 
of it. 

. Tbe slender billed curlew 
shares its winter hideaway with 
other endangered species, such as 
crested coots and marbled teals. 
Many other migrating birds stop 
off for a few days on their way to 
other African wintering grounds. 

“Migratory birds need a net- 
work of stop-off points to feed up 
at, rather like petrol stations for 
cars on motorways. Meija Zerga 
is quite simply one of the most 
important in northwest Africa for 
wintering water birds," Gretton 
said. 

On a good day at the reserve, 
birdwatchers can see pink fla- 
mingoes from Spain ana France 
on their way to West Africa, 
flocks of spoon-billed oyster 
catchers wheeling in the sun, and 
enormous rafts of resting wild 
ducks. 
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Rushdie affair fails 
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THe pIknoed nipsqpe of Rorgglfs being used by Italy’s rigb't-watgzio- I Bur tf^Vfe^j'as rdifflaelfed by « 
stir up communal trouble against the cdanBry’s' Muslims? but tbe ‘ combination of influential moder- 
ecumenkal spirit remains strong in the home of tbe Roman Catholic 
church. 


By Fabrissio Fontemaggi 

ROME — The Salman Rushdie 
affair, used by the right wing to 
spread alarm about the planned 
completion next year of the first 
mosque in Rome, has failed to 
cloud the Romans’ libera! out- 
look on the changing map of theiF- 
city. 

Although recent weeks have 
seen much heated publicity being 
given to the Muslim presence in 
Italy — - some 700,000 people of 
diverse backgrounds in Asia and 
Africa — prominent Italians have 


also counselled moderation and 
they have been given a hearing. 

The debate over the Muslims, 
in feet, is an offshoot of the' 
controversy over the influx of 
people from Italy's former col- 
onies, political trouble spots in 
the Middle East and economical- 
ly strapped countries of Asia and 
South and Central America. . 

Until last year the controversy 
was foreshadowed by tbe "Le 
Pen factor,” or worries that the 
rise of the National Front in 
neighbouring Fiance was about 
to have a spillover effect in Italy. 


ale opinion and Italians’ own 
ambivalence and attitude towards 
foreigners. 

As a spokesperson for Italy's 
largest Islamic centre based in 
Milan, which serves some 50,000 
Muslims in the area pointed out. 
“I don't rule out that tbe idea to 
emulate Le Pen may occur to a 
politician. But it would be his 
grave politically speaking — Ita- 
lians are very different from 
Frenchmen.” The observation has 
proven correct with time, 
although right-wing sentiment re- 
mains strong. 

The controversy over the mos- 
que has sprung more from its 
opponents' perceptions than from 


to cloud Romans’ ecumenical spirit 


^'jpapiecSate .political repercusr 
siohs of ’’its emergence in the 
centre of Christianity. Some cri- 
tics have said that they consider it 
“unthinkable” that a mosque 
should rise in the midst of Rome. 
In answer scholars and moderate 
politicians have cited the example 
of several cities in the Muslim 
World, such as Istanbul, Beirut 
and Cairo, which house major 
churches as well as mosques. 

At the moment however, the 
mosque needs more money 
before it can be completed. 
According to Abolghassem A mi- 
ni, the Iranian head of the Islamic 
Culture Centre which is over- 
seeing the project, more dona- 
tions are needed to reach the 
initial $50 million mark for the 


completion =of the.'maio building. 
Work on other buildings, includ- 
ing a cultural centre, library and 
museum will be . started when 
additional donations are made 
into the mosque fund. 

The idea of a mosque in Rome 
was first raised during the 1930s 
regime of fascist dictator Benito 
Mussolini, who refused permis- 
sion. The subject was raised 
several times after the end of the 
war but it was not until 1965 that 
tbe stage was set with the Vatican 
declaration of respect for Islam. 
When King Faisal visited Rome 
in 1973. he received assurances 
that the mosque's construction 
would not be blocked. A site was 
then chosen near the Tiber River, 
a few miles from the Vatican, and 


work began in 1983. 

None of this would have been 
possible, of course, had the Vati- 
can not relented in its original 
opposition to the project. In re- 
cent years not only has the Vati- 
can shown an increasing willing- 
ness to work with Islam, its out- 
look has been influenced in no 
uncertain terms by the events in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

Since the start of the intifada, 
the Palestinian uprising, the Vati- 
can has shown cognizance of the 
close bond that exists between its 
followers in the Christian com- 
munities of the occupied territor- 
ies and the Muslims. On the other 
hand, it has apparently been per- 
turbed by the conversions of 
several thousand Italian Catholics 


to Islam. The Vatican’s strong 
condemnation of the Satanic 
Verses seemed to reinforce an 
oft-repeated idea that the Vatican 
would stand behind the faithful 
irrespective of their religious de- 
nomination. 

Italian and Vatican analysts be- 
lieve that by standing aside the 
Vatican and Italy have made a 
significant long-term diplomatic 
investment in the world of Islam. 
Not only has their approval of the 
project given both a greater 
leverage in dealing with chronic 
issues, such as the conflict in 
Lebanon. 

Although a large pan of the 
Muslim immigrants still are 
awaiting legalisation, and some 
4,000 of them are students, others 


are well on their way to settling 
down in the country. In the Sici- 
lian province of Palermo alone 
some 600 Arabs are married to 
Italian women while in the coun- 
try as a whole the figure is over 
6.000. Italians argue that they can 
perhaps be accused of indiffer- 
ence, but not intolerance. 

Most Italians remember all too 
vividly their own recent history. 
At least 25 million Italians have 
emigrated to the high-tech metro- 
litan jungles of America, 
nada, Australia and else- 
where. In this peculiar history of 
the Italians lies hope, analysts 
believe, that the rightist senti- 
ment will not easily overwhelm 
the saner and moderate opinion 
in the country. — Academic File. 


— the in-thing in 
New York City nightclubs 


By Allison Havey 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Ecstasy, a 
psychedelic drug first popular in 
the 1960s has reappeared in New 
York nightclubs. 

Users say it makes them feel 
happy, warm and sensual. 

“I feel great when I take ec- 
stasy. My worst enemy becomes 
my best friend.” said one. 

On any night there is a party 
somewhere in a smoke-filled dub 
packed with young men and 
women swaying to the resonant 
sounds of “bouse music” and 
downing a drug they think has no 
harmful side effects. 

The scene at one Lower East 
side dub on a recent night was 
typicaL The pillow-filled lounges 
were packed with young people 
under . a glare of psychedelic 
lights; 

They sat close together 
touching and hugging, their feces 
lit with smiles. Some had their 
hands coated with white powder 
that they occasionally licked or 
mixed in water to drink. 

The powder was methylene 
dioxymeth amphetamine 
(MDMA), known as ecstasy. 

Many drug experts say it is 
quickly becoming the drug of 
choice for New York City's 
affluent dub youngsters. 

Ecstasy, a man-made halluci- 
nogen, has been dubbed the LSD 
of the 1980s. Users call the high it 
produces aa “experience" 
although its effect is not as potent 
as that produced by LSD. 
Thed^amadcmdandestote 
, home laboratories and distri- 
bated by (keg dealers who also 
gf- 4 sdl heroin and cocaine. Police 
jf say it is easy to make. 

j A 23-year-old woman sad she 
.- buys the drag once a month for 
SJO » $30 a dose. The effect lasts 




four to six hours. 

“The high is great for a dub. 
Tbe energy is there for dancing 
and touching,” she said. “The 
high is very enlightening. Ecstasy 
is a perfect name.” 

Ecstasy is illegal and the gov- 
ernment puts it in the same categ- 
ory as cocaine and heroin. 

Robert Stutman, New York 
director of the Federal Drug En- 
forcement Administration 
(DEA), says MDMA produces 
the same effects as LSD, such as 
paranoia and psychotic be- 
haviour. 

He said the drug is taken by the 
same group of people who used 
LSD in die 1960s: predominantly 
white, financially secure 18 to 
24-year-olds. 

“Ecstasy is a major problem 
out on the West Coast... here in 
New York the drug is used in 
small amounts by the young, rich 
yuppie crowds,” he said. 

Use In research 

MDMA has an advocate in 
Rick Doblin, a student at Har- 
vard’s Kennedy School of Gov- 
ernment- who says The drug is 
useful to psychoterapeutic re- 
search. 

He says it has few side effects 
and there is not much proof of 
serious complications, a view 
many psychotherapists and drug 
experts dispute. 

Doblin says ecstasy can be 
taken in a controlled setting, 
allowing tbe nser to get in touch 
with a range of emotions that 
otherwise might remain rep- 
ressed. 

According to Doblin, who says 
the drug will be legal by die year 
2000, “MDMA Is one of the 
safest drugs it is not particularly 
addictive, nor does it leave you 
feeling ont of control. Drugs like 
MDMA act as a microscope into 


tbe mind. It teaches you and the 
doctor more about your psyche.” 

Doblin says people with a his- 
tory of heart disease should avoid 
ecstasy because the drug in- 
creases the heart rate and raises 
blood pressure. One young 
woman in New York died of a 
heart attack in February after 
taking the drug. 

Experts say users could experi- 
ence severe depression and be- 
come psychologically addicted. 
Some researchers believe it may 
harm the central nervoUs system. 

At Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, Dr. George 
Ricaurte is conducting an experi- 
ment with MDMA and humans 
to determine whether it harms 
tbe body. 

The study has not attracted 
many volunteers because it re- 
quires a spinal tap. “Right now, 
not enough people have been 
studied to publish any solid con- 
clusions,” Ricaurte said. 

MDMA was first manufactured 
in 1912 as an appetite suppres- 
sant. It has been used in Amer- 
ican psychiatry, and psychother- 
apists continue to use the drug in 
Switzerland. 
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Fighting exacerbates economic 
hardships for all Lebanese 


Minister criticises 


BEIRUT (AP) — Coughing and rubbing smoke- 
filled eyes, the workers at the Cortas canning factory 
gutted in Lebanon’s civil war fighting crouched on 
blackened floors, rummaging through charred cans 
to salvage what they could. 


“Our place of work has been 
toned into a dungeon of hell,” a 
woman said as she picked her way 
along wooden planks placed over 
a big puddle of molasses spilled 
from burst cans. 

The three-story plant and its 
big refrigeration unit, which pro- 
duced canned vegetables, sauces 
and jams, is one of at least five 
factories set ablaze when a near- 
by fuel depot in the Dora district 
of east Beirut was hit by rockets 
March 30. 

Sixty per cent of Lebanon's 
gasoline reserves and 80 per cent 
of its diesel oil stocks went up in 
flames in the Dora fire, forcing 
serious electricity cuts. With fuel 
in short supply, many businesses 
have been unable to use their 


which is bombarded almost daily. 

Somehow the economy, re- 
flecting the resilience of the peo- 
ple who have lived through all the 
horrors, has stumbled on. 

Complete collapse has been 
staved off because Lebanon, or 
r«- n mi. nr what remains of what was once a 

own generators for power. recognisable state, has gold re- 

Ubanons man^e^who an estima£d M.5 

- >-■* in - 

in a month of fierce artillery and woria ' 

rocket battles. Some leaders have argued that 

Employees at a factory near u « t0 one-third of these assets 
Beirut said they stopped going to s £ ou | d ^16 to prop up the 
work two weeks ago because “the mangled economy. But political 
militias set up positions on the squabbling has torpedoed such 
first floor and turned the base- e ff orts 
ment into a shelter where they 

hide from the shelling." “The Lebanese have learned to 

The owner, who declined to be operate under conditions of ex- 
identified and did not want his treme political instability and 
factory's location mentioned for even under the conditions of war 
security reasons, said he is “los- we’re seeing now,” noted Profes- 


security reasons, said he is “los- 
ing millions of liras a day.” 
Most of Lebanon’s industry is 
concentrated in the Dora and 
Mekalles districts of east Beirut, 


sor Samir Makdisi, who teaches 
economics at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut. 

But many Lebanese fear that 


Shipping expert foresees 
shortage of supertankers 


KUWAIT (AP) — A top Gulf 
shipping executive said in an in- 
terview published Saturday the 
world is on the verge of a super- 
tanker shortage that could quad- 
ruple freight rates. 

“The world will witness a shor- 
tage of tankers within two years 
such as occurred in the 1970s and 
freight fares are set to increase 
three-fold or four-fold." Abdul 
Fattah A1 Bader, chairman of the 
Kuwait Oil Tankers Company. 
KOTC. said in an interview pub- 
lished in the daily A1 Watan. 

Bader estimated the total num- 
ber of cankers currently operating 
worldwide at 380, sixty more than 
needed to ship present crude oil 
production. 

But if Gulf output increases by 


two million tonnes, that surplus 
would be insufficient, he said. 

“The number of tankers is in- 
adequate for handling the ex- 
pected increase in the world’s 
crude production," Bader said. 

Bader did not elaborate, but at 
least two Gulf countries — 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates — are seeking higher 
production quotas from the 13- 
nation Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

Bader predicted that the mari- 
time transport market would im- 
prove further when Iran and Iraq 
sign a peace treaty to solidify a 
U.S.- sponsored ceasefire that 
halted the eight-year Gulf war 
last Aug. 22. 

Rebuilding the two countries’ 


war-ravaged economies will cost 
several hundred billion dollars, 
according to Western analysts. 

Bader said the KOTC had cut 
operating costs from $18 per ton 
of oil in 1980 to $10 “which is one 
of the lowest fares in the world." 

He attributed the savings to 
trimming tanker crews from 30 to 
18 men and reducing fuel con- 
sumption. 

“We have become one of the 
most competitive companies in 
the world,” Bader said. 

He said the state-run KOTC. 
which has 30 tankers with a total 
capacity of 2,562,159 tonnes, was 
considering plans to interna- 
tionalise its tanker operations, 
and a study would soon be pre- 
sented to the board. 


DUBLIN (R) — Multinational 
oil firms have agreed to lift their 
ban on petrol imports to the Irish 
republic, scrap promotional gifts 
and accept a government price 
freeze for the restof this month. 

But the oil firms were far from 
satisfied with the temporary 
peace formula hammered out 
with Industry Minister Ray Burke 
who conceded that prices might 
have to rise in May. 

“There will be no price in- 
creases at the pumps at present.” 
Burke said after four hours of 
talks with the oil companies. He 
had accused them of using 
“strong-arm tactics on a small 


nation. 

Esso and Shell halted imports 
Monday, saying they acted be- 
cause the government was forcing 
them to sell at a loss. 

The government imposed the 
freeze March 31 to prevent the oil 
companies introducing rises 
equivalent to 11.5 cents a gallon 
(2.5 cents a litre) in line with 
increases in Britain. 

Petrol in Ireland costs the 
equivalent of $3.90 a gallon 
(86.70 cents a litre), one of the 
highest pump prices in Europe. 

Burke, whose major concern is 
trying to maintain Ireland's 3.3 
per cent inflation at its current 
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low level, conceded chat his pet- 
rol peace formula might be only 
temporary because of the present 
rise in world oil prices. 

“We cannot ignore international 
trends,” he saia after the talks to 
work out a compromise with the 
multinationals. 

Burke pledged to introduce 
legislation banning promotional 
gifts which he said added about 
five pence (7.5 cents) to the price 
of a gallon of petrol. 

The oil companies agreed to 
resume imports but at a reduced 
level. The difference will be made 
up by the state-owned Irish 
National Petroleum Company 
'from Ireland's Whitegate re- 
finery. 
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the current fighting, and the 
worsening damage to industry, 
could sound the death knell of the 
economy if it drags on for much 
longer. 

An estimated 40 per cent of the 
industrial sector has been des- 
troyed. Businesses have been 
wrecked, others driven to the 
mil. 

Inflation is currently pegged at 
a crippling annual rate of 425 per 
cent. 

The value of the Lebanese lira, 
once one of the strongest curren- 
cies in the Middle East, has 
slumped from 2.5 to the dollar in 
1975 to an all-time low of 700 to 
the dollar. 

The current minimum monthly 
wage of 25,000 liras is now worth 
a mere $30, barely enough for a 
family to survive amid soaring 
prices in a country that imports [ 
most of its essentials. 

The plummetting Lebanese lira 
and cheap labour was a boon to 
light industry, making exports of 
leather goods, processed food, 
candy, fabrics and clothing highly 
competitive, particularly in the 
Arab World and Western 
Europe. 


PARIS (R) — French Finance 
Minister Pierre Beregovoy has 
criticised French oil companies 
for the second time in three days, 
warning that rising petrol prices 
risked fuelling inflation. 

“The rise in crude oil prices 
imposes the need for greater vigi- 
lance, now more than ever," Be- 
regovoy’s ministry said in a state- 
ment commenting on a provision- 
al annual inflation figure for 
March of 3.7 per cent, up by 0.3 
per cent from February. 

Interviewed by French radio, 
Beregovoy said he would en- 
courage more competition among 


petrol companies to slow the re- 
cent spate of rises. 

“When the Rotterdam price 
goes down, prices at die pump 
take 18 days to react but when • 
they rise, companies don't wait as 
long. It’s just not reasonable,” he 1 
said. 

The price of petrol has risen to 
more than six francs (almost $1} a 
litre at some pomps from less 
than .five francs (80 cents) in 
January. 

Rotterdam spot crude prices 
have risen since Dec. 26 from 77 
.centimes (12 cents) to 1.19 francs 


(19 cents). 

Beregovoy was particularly cri- 
tical of state-controlled Total- 


advised motorists to shop around 
for the cheapest petrol .and called 
on companies to ''recover their 


Compagnie Francaise Des Pet- senses,” after the last round of 
roles, the country’s second largest increases at .the aid of March. 


q 0 firm, which he said had gone 
“a bit too for". 

Total director Armand Guil- 
baud said: "If companies have 
the same prices, we are accused 
of fixing. If prices are different, 
we are told we’ve gone too far.” 

“Why don’t they ask the same 
question of coffee producers?” he 
told Reuters. 


Petrol industry sources say 
French petrol is among the most 
expensive in Europe because of a 
77 per cent tax pa the price at the 
pumps. 

Junior Consumer Affairs 
Minister Veronique Neiertz said 
that, although the government 
had raised taxes in January, re- 
cent price rises were due to firms 


On Tuesday, Beregovoy lifting their profit marg i ns . 


British inflation edges up to 7.9 per cent 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
annual inflation rate rose slightly 
in March to 7.9 per cent, its 
highest level since 1982, official 
figures have said. 

The increase of 0.1 per cent 
over February was lower than 
economists had been forecasting 
and below the eight peT cent 
psychological barrier which might 
have renewed pressure on the 
government to raise interest rates. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson said last month that 
infla tion would peak at around 
eight per cent later in the year 
before falling to 5.5 per cent by 
December. 


The treasury said the figure of 
7.9 per cent was consistent with 
his forecasts. 

Fears of a sharper acceleration 
in inflation were spurred by an 
announcement last week of rises 
in fuel and raw material costs and 
wage settlements. 

With, pay deals averaging 9.25 
per cent and rising, some analysts 
and government critics warned 
the country could be on the brink 
of a wages and prices spiral which 
could torpedo Lawson’s econo- 
mic strategy. 

The government is anxious to 
avoid the political consequences 
of a rise in bank base interest 


rates above their present level of 
13 per cent. 

Such a move would force a 
further rise in the cost of home 
loans and would itself be infla- 
tionary as well as further damag- 
ing Lawson’s credibility as mana- 
ger of the economy. 


ing from interest rates rising. 

A statement by Employment 
Minis ter Norman Fowler added: 
“If mortgage interest payments 
are excluded, the (annual) rate of 
price increases in March was 5.7 
per cent." 


bESESSs 


up in- 


ficantly to the rise in inflation 
since last July when the rate stood 
at 4.8 per cent. 

Of the 3.1 per cent the index 
has gone up since then, the treas- 
ury said 2.4 per cent was due to 
higher mortgage payments result- 


in order to stifle an unforeseen 
consumer-led spending boom 
which sucked in imports, causing 
inflationar y pressures and contri- 
buting immensely to a £14-5 bil- 
lion ($24.7 billion) balance of 
payments deficit in 1988. 


U.S. expects $450 billion in ’89 capital spending 


Dublin, oil firms settle row 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
businesses plan to increase their 
investment in new facilities and 
equipment in 1989 for the third 
consecutive year, but not by as 
much as last year, the govern- 
ment has said. 

Based on surveys of business 
executives taken between Janu- 
ary and March, the Commerce 
Department projected a 6.3 per 
cent increase in capital spending 
this year to an inflation-adjusted 
$450 39 billion after a revised 
10.1 per cent spending jump in 
1988. 

TTie more modest capital 
spending increase, while still re- 
flecting optimistic outlook among 
executives, also shows that they 
expect the economy to grow at a 
slower pace, largely because of 


rising interest rates, economists 
said. 

“It seems reasonable that 
you're going to see somewhat of a 
slowdown in plant and equipment 
spending growth just because of 
higher interest rates,” said eco- 
nomist Kathryn Kobe of Joel 
Popkin and Co., a Washington 
forecasting firm. 

The latest projected increase in 
1989 capital spending was higher 
than the 5.9 per cent gain esti- 
mated by the department in De- 
cember based on surveys taken in 
October and November. 

Last year's 10. 1 per cent spend- 
ing increase was the largest since 
a 16.6 per cent gain in 1984 even 
though it was revised down from 
a previously estimated 10.8 per 
cent rise. 


Investments in new facilities 
and equipment are essential not 
only to improve the competitive- 
ness of American companies in 
world markets, but also to in- 
crease efficiency, expand produc- 
tion capacity and thereby ease 
inflationary pressure. 

As the amount of capacity used 
by manufocturers rose to a nine- 
year high over the past year, 
companies have sometimes raised 
prices to cover their additional 
costs of production. These price 
hikes have been dted as a source 
of inflation. 

The projected 6.3 per cent real 
spending increase for 1989 is still 
higher than the 2.3 per cent in- 
crease in 1987 and the 3.9 per 
cent decline in 1986. 


Economists said the continued 
growth of business investment, 
albeit at a slower rate, will par- 
tially offset the sluggishness now 
emerging in other parts of the 
economy. 

The biggest planned slow- 
downs in spending 'growth were 
among manufacturing com- 
panies, where the department 
estimated that capital spending 
would rise by 4.1 per cent this 
year after a 12.9 per cent rise in 
1988. 

Since manufacturing com- 
panies, esperiaily m the chemical, 
paper, textile and aircraft indus- 
tries. have been using the greatest 
share of their capacity, econom- 
ists were concerned that they are 
not planning bigger capital spend- 
ing increases. 


Makers of long-lasting durable 
goods expected to raise their 1989 
spending by 3.0 per cent after a 
10.7 per cent increase last year, 
while non-durable goods produc- 
ers expected spending to rise 5.1 
per cent after a 14.9 per cent 1988 
gain. 

Spending by non-manufactur- 
ing businesses, including mining, 
transportation, public utilities 
and a range of service industries, 
was expected to rise 7.7 per cent 
this year after an 8.4 per cent 
increase in 1988. 

The petroleum industry, whose 
capita] spending is usually the 
largest of any single industry, is 
planning to cut its investment this 
year by 3.1 per cent after a 16.4 
per cent rise in 19881 


Peru to maintain debt strategy despite hyper inflation 


LIMA (R) — When International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) officials 
arrive in Peru Monday, they will 
begin evaluating an economy in 
which prices double about every 
six weeks. 

Inflation in Peru has soared 
past 200 per cent this year and 
despite the bold predictions of 
President Alan Garcia's govern- 
ment economists say it shows no 
signs of letting up. 

What the IMF technical de- 
legation. the third to visit this 
crisis-ridden country since Octo- 
ber, will probably not find is a 
change in Garda's firm stand on 
foreign debt repayments. 

Garda has held fast to his 1985 
pledge to limit payments on the 
$19 billion debt to 10 per cent of 
export income, a stance that won 
him admirers throughout Latin 
America but has made Peru an 
outcast in the world finandal 
community. 

In March the Inter-American 
Development Bank, Peru's last 
major foreign creditor, cut off 
loans after it C^Il more than $100 
million in arrears in its repay- 
ments. 

“With this IMF visit, the gov- 
ernment is basically Hying to buy 
time,” said economist Manuel 
Moreira, a former Central Re- 
serve Bank president. 


“The government will be able -'-Jia.ve had to stop driving the cats 
to change nothing but, for politic- they boughCnfbetter times be- 


al reasons, give the appearance 
that it is reestablishing dialogue 
with creditors," he told Reuters. 

Raging inflation is only one 
symptom of what economists call 
Peru’s economic crack-up in the 
past year, aggravated by leftist 
guerrilla violence which is 
approaching the point of dvil war 
in some parts of the country. 

Peru's net foreign exchange re- 
serves are deepin the red with a 
negative balance of $199 million 
in March, offidal figures show. 

The gross domestic product 
tumbled eight per cent last year 
and estimates for this year’s drop 
range from five to 10 per cent, 
depending mainly on whether 
Garda can get a grip on inflation. 

There are a few bright spots. 
The all-important mining sector, 
responsible for about half of 
Peru's exports, is already making 
a modest recovery after produc- 
tion was slashed last year by two 
miners' strikes. 

Exports, the key to any general 
economic recovery, appear to be 
rising slowly but steadily after 
Peru’s trade surplus reached a 
bare $26 million last year. 

But pessimism about the eco- 
nomy still reigns among middle 
class Peruvians, many of whom 


cause petrol has become so ex- 
pensive, and in the dusty shanty- 
towns that ring the capital. 

Real wages have dropped over 
25 per cent since the beginning of 
the year, wrecking local com-- 
merce and forcing businessmen to 
look to export markets. 


The basis of official economic : - package, saying it was just 
►Key is stiff a tough austerity -sort of austerity plan me ] 


policy is stiff a rough austerity 
package announced in Septem- 
ber. The package has received 
mixed reviews from economists 
who credit it with easing food 
shortages by cutting subsidies,, 
though at enormous social cost. 

But millions of Peruvian con- 
sumers blame their plight on the 


would have ordered but without 
the accompanying IMF loans due 
to the government's debt stand. 

Yet the government has vowed 
to continue paying the debt on its 
own terms until the end of Gar- 
cia’s presidency next year. 


Environmentalists urge Japan 
to protect tropical forests 


TOKYO (R) — An international 
environmental group has urged 
Japan to move immediately to 
prevent destruction of tropical 
forests. 

“Japan is overconsuming tim- 
ber in a way that finds no other 
parallel in the world... it needs to 
take measures immediately,” 
Yoichi Kuroda, coordinator of 
the Japan Tropical Forest Action 
Network, told a news conference. 

Kuroda and French economist 
Francois Nectoux have just com- 
pleted a report on Japan’s tropic- 
al timber trade and its environ- 
mental impact for the World . 
Wide Fund for nature (WWF) 
and plan to present it to the 
Japanese government. 


The report said Japan, the 
world's largest importer of tropic- 
al hardwood products, accounts 
for nearly half the tropical timber 
exports of the industrialised na- 
tions and over a quarter the total 
international, trade in tropical 
timber. 

Japan is turning to Africa and 
South America, particularly Bra- 
zil, as South East Asian coun- 
tries, its current major suppliers, 
have started to restrict exports 
after their rain forests were over- 
exploited and largely destroyed 
by Japanese, the report said. 

WWF officials said an area of 
forest half the size of Britain 
disappears every year 


thousands of species in the forests 
are in danger of being lost by the 
end of the century. 

Kuroda said he hoped the re- 
port would mark a start toward a 
new Japanese policy for conserv- 
ing rain forests. He said Japan 
still lacks a comprehensive 
approach, despite some si^ns of 
change from previous policies of 
financing development projects 
that have often paved the way for 
forest destruction. 

“We are not saying ‘hands off.' 
We are not telling people not to 
use the resources, but we are 
saying they should use them wise- 
ly,” John Hanks of the WWF 
said. 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAII 


.Education^ 


beftevt tha! you cannot get a good education through 
b neonfe befleue that because vou are oettino vour education 



— — — i WANTED — — 

FOR RENT 

FOR A DIPLOMATIC MISSION FAMILY 

Unfurnished villa, semi-villa, or a whole floor in a 2-3 storey 
building, in one of the following areas: 4th and 5th Circles, 
Abdoun, Sweifieh, Um-Utheineh, Um-Summaq, or the 
Jandaweel. 

House required should have 4-5 bedrooms, and a 
sitting/dining room area of 75-100 sq. m. 

Owners only, please call 644371, ext. 248 


A HOUSE IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 
FOR RENT 

With or without furniture, first floor, separate entrance, private 
garden, private garage, with separate central heating, tele- 
phone. consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room. 2 
bathrooms, glassed-in veranda, spacious kitchen. 

Location: western Shmeisani, west of Professional Association 
Complex, Abdul Halim AI Nimer Street, new BW Mosque, 
House No. 24, 

Tel: 685593 - 665711 from 9 a jn. - 12. > 00 noon and 4-6 p.m. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, April 16, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutschcmarfc 
Swiss franc 


Bay 

s«a 

French franc 

85.2 

85.9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

406.7 

4U-2 

538.0 

542.0 

Dutch guilder 

255.8 

257.8 

916.2 

925.2 

Swedish crown 

84.7 

85.4 

288-3 

291.8 

Ktalian Kira (for 100) 

39.3 

39.® 

326.3 

329.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

137.1 

138.2 


FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, salon, srttingroom, with telephone and. 
heating. 

Location: Between the 3rd and 4th Circles behind Firas- 
Bookshop, Jabel Amman. 

For further Information please call telephone no. 
642922. 


MALHAS HOSPITAL 

Require I.C.U. nurses for newly opened J.C.U. 

Please call tel. 636140 or come to the hospital 
on Jabal Amman, First Circle. . 


° NICELY BRAND-NEW FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq.m. in a two-floor building located in the best 
residential area, between ihefith &4th Circles, 147 Aqsa Street - 
Jabal Amman. 

Consisting of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double bedrooms. 2 
bathrooms, laundry room with fully automatic W.M. f 3 balconies, 
fully equipped kitchen with refrigerator & deep-freezer. 

Central heating, telephone, colour T.V., video and tape- 
recorder. 

Car-park available. 

If Interested please call: tel. 812562 (ajm.) & 671509 
o (p-m.) 
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English Soccer Round-up 


FA CUP 

Ewrtoo 1, Norwich 0 (14) 

Pat Nevis’s lucky goal in die 
26th minute gave Everton the 
victory and a spot in the FA 
cup final. Nevin oubraced Nor- 
widi goalie Bryan Gunn to die 
ball after defender lan Crook 
banged a bad clearance off his 
own goalpost. Norwich, which 
was trying to bounce back from 
four losses in its last five league 
notches, had its dreams of cup 
victory shattered when it mis- 
sed several scoring opportuni- 
ties. Robert Rosario missed 
the last one, a makeable shot 
in the 71st minute, and said 
afterward that the sun blinded 
him. 46,553. 

DIVISION 1 

Arsenal 1, New Castle 0 
( 0 - 0 ) 

Brian - Marwood scored his 
12th goal of the season to take 
Arsenal back to the top of 
Division 1. Arsenal broke 
down a dogged Newcastle after 
70 minutes. David Rocastle 
picked up the ball in midfield 
and pushed it through for 
Michael Thomas who turned it 
inside for Rocastle to drive 
past goalkeeper Gary Kelly. 
Newcastle, second from the 
bottom of the first division, 
played with five across the 
bade and seemed determined 
to earn a draw. Die visitors 
would have won, missing two 
chances midway through the 
first half. 38,023. 

Luton 2, Coventry 2 (0-0) 

Luton . threw away two 
points it badly needed in its 
fight against relegation when 
captain Steve Foster and fellow 
defender David Beaumont 
both scored own goals. Luton 
took the lead in the 54th mi- 
nute when defender John 


Dreyer headed his first goal for 
the dub from a comer by 
David Preece, But in the 70th 
minute, a shot by CyriHe Regis 
bounced off the knee of Foster 
into his own net. Luton re- 
gained the lead after 75 mi- 
nutes when Danny Wilson fol- 
lowed up his own penalty miss, 
but four minutes later 
Beaumont and goalkeeper 
Alec Chamberlain both went 
for a header by David Speedie 
and Beaumont got the final 
touch, heading into his own 
net. 8,610. 

Manchester United 0, 
Derby 2 (0-1) 

Manchester United’s abys- 
mal run continued as visiting 
Deiby crushed to a comfort- 
able victory on goals by Gary 
Mickelwhite in the third mi- 
nute and Paul Goddard in the 
66nd minute. 

QPR 0, Middlesbrough 0 
( 0 - 0 ) 

Visiting Middlesbrough mis- 
sed four chances for a victory.- 
Twice in the first half Stuart 
Ripley tore QPR’s defence to 
shreds only to see fust Mark 
Proctor and then Bernie 
Slave n finish feebly. After the 
half Slaven then set np Alan 
Kernaghan, who shot wide. 
Then David Seaman saved 
from Ripley and Peter Reid 
cleared Kernaghan ’s shot off 
the line. 10,347. 

West Ham 1, South- 
ampton 2 (1-1) 

Rodney Wallace scored just 
33 seconds after the kickoff 
and West Ham never reco- 
vered. The Hammers, last in 
the division, tied the score 1-1 
on Liam Brady's penalty kick 
at 25 minutes but Paul Rideout 
headed home a cross in the 
51st minute for the victory. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

01008 TAMM Madia SnfeM, trc. 

RUBBER AND DUPLICATE— TWO DIFFERENT GAMES! 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* K9 
7K765 
O 3 

* Q 10 9 7 4 2 

WEST EAST 

4 6 * J 8 72 

9QJU4 . .. 

O.XJM5 -o/AQie J r 
*185 *‘6 

SOUTH 

* A Q 10 5 4 3 
V Void 



0 7642 
* A K 3 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 4 

Pan 

1 NT 

Pan 

2 ♦ 

Pass 

3 * 

Pan 

4 * 

Pro 

Pun 

Pan 


Opening lead: Queen of 9 
There can be great difference in 
technique between a pairs tourna- 
ment and rubber bridge. Cover the 
East-West hands and, as South, de- 
cide how yon would play the hand at 
both forms of the game. 

Since South’s spade rebid guaran- 
tees a six-card suit. North's invita- 
tional raise should be automatic. 
South has a hole in reserve for bis 
bid of four spades, but not enough 


to do anything more. Note that six 
dubs, impossible to get to, is a pret- 
ty good contract. 

Assume that you are playing in a 
pain competition. You raff the 
opening heart lead that 

most of your fellow compet ito rs 
also will be in four spades. There- 
rq fore^ yoa should follow the percent- 
Kageimeinan effort to tale as many 
tricks as possible. Ruff the opening 
heart lead and cash two rounds of 
tramps. Unfortunately. West shows 
out on the second round and a per- 
fectly sound game bites the dust. 

Playing rabber bridge, before 
you do anything else you must de- 
termine what poses a risk to your 
contract. Here, obviously, the ma- 
jor threat comes from a 4-1 tramp 
break. How canyon neutralize that? 
Simple enough. 

At trick two, lead a trump from 
band and insert the table’s nine! 
Even if the cards Qe as in the dia- 
gram, you are safe. The best East 
can do when be wins the jack is, say, 
shift to a dub. You win in hand, 
draw the three outstanding trumps 
by starting with the ace from hand, 
and then ran the dubs. You wiQ 
collect five spade tricks and six dubs 
for a well -deserved overtrick. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“He was about to win an argument 
for the very first time — and 
then he sprained his tongue.” 


UnerambM than four Jtanbias, 
one tatter to each squne, to form 
four ontinary words. 


I THAT SCHAWLH) WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Bob Lae 


MYNEE 



■■ 






■■1 


BAUVE 


m 

f V 

s^-s 


VECIEDJ 



MM 



WHY PRACU LA 
PI BP OF* A 
BROKEN HEART. 


New arrange the dieted tetters to 
form trie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the about cartoon- 


»»ffi rTTTO N‘rrrD n 

(A ns w er s tomorrow) 

Ytttentofe! JwtfteAUVE EMBHt KINDLY JNJLBE - 

I Hbw foe cod dfevg £«** ms 

pla yed M A W4MER" KEY 




SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Johnson could run in ’92 Olympics 


UMk, JW, MUU JOUkWU UMIUUaj* dOWdVU 91UU 

Canadian inquiry into the use of banned drugs ii 
reviewed by the association to detennine if Jo! 


MONTREAL (AP) — Ben Johnson may yet be able to ran for 
Canada at die 1992 Olympics despite his positive test for steroids 
at the Seoul games last fall, Canadian Olympic Association 
President Roger Jackson says. “I think there’s a possibility of 
that, yes," said Jackson Saturday. Jackson said the results of a 

in sport wonld be 
Johnson could run 
again. The inquiry, in progress in Toronto, is to run through the 
summer. Johnson, who tested positive for steroids after winning 
the 100 metres in world reconi time in Seoul, was banned for life 
by federal sports minister Jean Chares t, but Jackson said it was 
unclear what the ban meant. He said he interpreted Charest’s 
move as saying that no federal government funds, or funds from 
any federally-funded group, could support Johnson “but we all 
know Ben Johnson doesn’t need federal funding." 

Bassa retains WBA flyweight title 

BARRANQUILLA, Colombia (R) — Colombian Fidel Bassa 
retained his World Boxing Association (WBA) flyweight title and 
his unbeaten professional record by stopping Panamanian Julio 
Gudino in the sixth round early Sunday. Venezuelan referee 
Isidro Rodriguez halted the contest after Bassa caught Gudiuo 
with a hard left hand punch and followed up with a flurry of blows 
which drove Gudino back onto the ropes. Gudino began to look 
tired in the third round after Bassa punched open a cut over the 
Panamanian’s left eyebrow. But he recovered and in the fifth 
round unleashed a flurry of his own which left Bassa’s right eye 
swollen. But Bassa’s final onslaught in the sixth round backed the 
Panamanian on to die ropes and the referee decided he could no 
longer defend himself. 

Graf, Sabatini advance to final 

AMELIA ISLAND, Fla., (R) — Steffi Graf and Gabriela 
Sabatini advanced to the singles final of the Amelia Island 
women’s tournament by identical scores Saturday, giving Graf a 
chance to settle a score Sunday. Graf, the world number one, beat 
sixth seed Aranxta Sanchez of Spain 6-3, 6-2, while third-seeded 
Sabatini 'subdued second seed Martina Navratilova by the same 
count in the semifinals of the $300,000 tournament The victory 
extended Grafs unbeaten record this year to 31 matches and the 
final affords her die opportunity to avenge one of her rare defeats 
in 1988. Last year Sabatini beat the West German 6-3, 4-6, 7-5 on 
these same day courts for her second victory of the year against 
Graf, who lost only three times while winning 72 matches in her 
Grand Slam season. “Last year was my best match against Graf, it 
was the most emotional,” said Sabatini, who has won only twice 
in 17 matches against Graf. “This is another year and we both 
have improved a lot I think I’ll have a good chance.” 

Jansher Khan beaten in British Open 

LONDON (R) — Former world champion Jansher Khan failed to 
get beyond the quarter-finals of die British Open Squash 
tournament for the second year running Saturday. Second seeded 
Jansher crashed out after a humiliating 9-4, 9-6, 9-0 defeat by 
Australian Chris Robertson in just 46 minutes. Jansher had been 
Seeded to meet his rival and fellow-Palristani Jahangir Khan, an 
easy winner Saturday, in Monday’s final. But world number six 
Robertson spoiled his plans, collecting the biggest win of his 
career as he emulated compatriot Rodney Martin, who put 
Jansher out at the quarter-final stage last year. 
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Ba B horoscope 

— Aa^Chartad ^ihn Carroll ffightec Aatrokigical Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Planned events may not turn oat as 
designed. Many will prefer indepen- 
dent situations where they can do 
their own thing. Pnah-and-ahore 
may occur when some people asart 
themselves selfishly. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) 
Listen to your inner self today. It 
ia a quiet time. Emotional rewards 
give you peace of mind and a new 

mitlnalr. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Cutting down will improve your 
measurements. The morning hours 
are the moat productive. It is a 
great time to be creative. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) Tta 
news is mixed. Social adventures 
can be a blast, but business plana 
can be shattered and you most pick 
op the pieces. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) You are confronted with 
some wacky views that come aa a 
c omp l e te surprise. Jeon fr iends for 
a social meeting. 

LEOi3aL 22 to Amg.Zl) Bat light 
meals to taper the Lummy. The 
domestic scene is working 
smoothly. Be p rep are d for a great 
evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Negative aspects caution about the 


control and handling of money. A 
friendia popularizing his or her own 
secret. Avoid gossip and scandal. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
Daydreaming of places and adven- 
ture will not get your work done. 
Stay&TSicua if you have important 
matters that can't be sat aside. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 28 to Nov. 21) 
Op timism ,n ^ withnil.m ram eet 
your week off with a bang Pr og r eea 
ia being made on all fronts. You get 
full moon help Thursday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dae. 
2fl Be prepared far a minor dfsap" 
pazntmmL Otherwise it is a smooth 
sailing morning. Avoid darfshma 
and stay with basic themes. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 2Q) 
A new friendship is in bloom. 
Romance can be a very special af- 
fair. Don't be afraid to make the 
first move. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Fab. 19) 
Hold a ny important t ransac tions or 
hold off on dadso n s. C a ptio n la 
needed when doing hazardous 
activities. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You 
an making a good im p r e ssi on on 
the right person. Your vitality is 
high. Get mto physical activities 
that are recreational. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L Chaw 


ACROSS 
1 CUnfe *•— 
Your Wagon" 
6 Cincinnati 
team 

10 TabMmd 

14 Doubleday 

15 QED word 

16 Ripened 

17 Eastwood 


16 Type of plum 

20 Obsoreo 

21 Dobbin treat 

22 US author 

DvnuwYcn 

rating 

2S Japanese 
aborigine 
20 Lamps 
29 infMders 

32 Fr. city 

33 Type 

34 Glassmaksr’s 
material 

36 Toneful 
synthesizer 

37 Self 

36 A Chaplin 

39 Celebes ox 

40 Harness part 

41 Zeel 

42 Try to equal 

44 Em p has is 

45 Treaty group 

46 Blackthorn 

47 Sonnet part 

50 Relate 

51 Deltas sen. 

54 HBptJcal 

55 Ctat on 
“Rewinds- 

58 Gala 

59 Solo 

60 Baiter 

61 Warn 
aflowaoce 

62 Actor Sean 

63 Cant's -The 
— Sanction" 

DOWN 

1 Tablets 

2 Rosa’s tone 

3 CORCamlng 

4 Safes 

5 And M ons 



•ism THtawa ItodU tovICM, Inc. 

AO Ngftta Racatvad 

Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 

6 Veqttsro’i 

rape 


7 Malms a boo- 
• boo 

8 Patriotic ql 

9 Designer 

10 E astwood 
rootle 

11 W« oaft 

12 Uly misty 

13 Yemen port 
18 Blinker 

23 BBI 

24 Fwfwwl 
movie 

25 Brother of 


26 TBwtan 
priest 

27 Perfume odor 

28 Low spirits 

29 Railroad ear 


mnrin nncinnin nran 
nnnn nnnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnrannnnnnra 
nnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnonnon 
nnnmnn nnnnra 
nnnn nnnan nnn 
□nnnnnnrjnnnannn 
nnn nnnran nnnn 
nannn nonaun 
nnnnnan nnoo 
nnnnn nnnraomi 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnnn nnnn 
nnr? nnnnnn nnnn 


30 Eat* 


40 Dilapidated 
bufldjno 

41 Altar boy 
43 New Qumaa 


31 Fabric 
S3 Taka cm of 
35 Pastry 


port 

44 Conti 


federate 

46 Car modal 

47 Yield log 


48 At any time 

49 Glut 

50 One of a pair 

51 Dear 

52 Partiao 

53 Customer 

56 Bauxite 

57 Onassls 


wins 
final place 
from behind 
at R. Oaks 


HOUSTON (AP) — Bruno of 
Yugoslavia escaped a series of 
third-set break points and won 11 
of the final 12 points to defeat 
Leonardo Lavalle of Mexico 3-6, 
7-5, 6-3 Saturday in a semifinals 
match of the River Oaks tennis 
tournament. 

Oresar's opponent in Sunday’s 
finals will be Magnus Gustafsson 
of Sweden, who used accurate 
first serves for a .6-3, 6-3 over 
Derrick Rostagno of the United 
States. 

Oresar fought off three break 
points to hold his serve in the first 
game of the final set and he 
withstood two break points in the 
seventh game. 

With the score at deuce in the 
seventh game, Oresar broke on 
two errors by Lavalle, served a 
love game and took a 40-0 lead in 
the final game, a series of 10 
straight point. 

Oresar hit a backhand error 
before serving an ace to end the 
match. 

“I had so many break points 
when he was serving and I didn't 
take advantage of them,” Lavalle 
said. 'That is the difference in 
matches like this .” 

Oresar said the quicker surface 
of the River Oaks Country Cub’s 
red clay courts distracted him at 
the start of the match. 

T liked it better when it was 
slower,” he said. “In the first set I 
was too upset with the condi- 
tions.” 

Gustafsson hit 86 per cent of 
his first serves, including 1 in a 
row to start the match. 

After being broken in the first 
game of the second set, Gustafs- 
son broke back in the sixth game 
and against in the eighth game. 

He won it at the first match 
point with a forehand winner in 
the ninth game. 

Gustafson's plan was to play 
steady tennis and let his opponent 
make the errors and the strategy 
worked. Rostagno hit 37 errors to 
only 18 for Gustafson. 

“I think I played steady the 
whole game and didn't miss that 
much,” Gustafson said. “He was 
playing too much up and down.'* 

Gus tafso n didn't miss a first 
serve until he double-faulted in 
the first point of the: eighth game, 
ending a sfiing of 15 first serves in 
a row. 

“He didn't let me play as well 
as I'd like,” Rostagno said. 
“When I hit a good shot he 
counter-punched real well. He’d 
hit it at my feet and I'd have to 
start from scratch.” 

Rostagno was sluggish from the 
start, losing his srve in the fifth 
and seventh games. He doubl- 
fa ulted at break point in the fifth 
game. 

Rostagno's only challenge 
came when he broke Gustafson 
in the first game of the second set 
and held for a 3-1 lead. 

“I started to get into the match 
in the second set, then I had just a 
few mental lapses on some key 
points," Rostagno said. “That 
happened three or four times and 
that was the difference.” 


World Hockey Championship 

USSR takes U.S. 4-2 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — Rookie Sergei 
Fedorov scored two goals Saturday as the Soviet 
Union defeated a surprisingly strong United States 
4-2 in the first ronnd of the world hockey cham- 
pionships. 


The American team has played 
together for less than a week 
only, but matched the Soviets 
with an aggressive brand of hock- 
ey for more than 48 minutes. 

Sergei Makarov, the center of 
the famous Soviet line, broke a 
2-2 tie at 8:09 of the third period. 
Dmitri Kvartalnov, another 
world championship rookie, 
added a fourth goal with less than 
two minutes remaining. 

Team Canada, led by defense- 
man David Ellett’s two goals,, 
overcame Finland 6-4 in a game' 
at Sodertalje, sooth of Stock- 
holm. 

Defending world champion 
Sweden played group A newcom- 
er Poland Saturday night at 
Stockholm’s New Globe Arena, 
billed as die biggest spherical 
building in the world. 


Fedorov brought die Soviets, 
who are favoured to win their 
21st world title, into the lead 
twice in die opening period Each 
time the U.S. team struck back. 

Tom O’Reagan made it 1-1 at 
8:58 and Tom Chorske tied it 2-2 
at 13:45. The second period was 
scoreless. 

Ed Olczyk beat Soviet goalie 
Sergei Mylnikov with a minute 
left, bat his goal disallowed be- 
cause of high sticking. 

“We're disappointed that the' 
goal was disallowed,” said U.S. 
coach Tim Taylor. “But we must 
live with it. It was a fine hockey 
game and I’m very proud of my 
players and their efforts today.” 

Defenseman Bedrich Scerban 
scored midway through the final 
period to give Czechoslovakia a 
3-3 tie with West Germany in the 


game earlier Saturday. 
Scerlran beat goalie Karl 
Friesen from close range at 11:20 
on the power play as me Czechs 
rallied from two goals down to 
pick up a well-deserved point 

Veteran Dieter Hegen scored 
the first goal of toe cham- 
pionships at 11:58 in the opening 
period, firing a slap shot past 
goalie Do mimk Hasek. 

Centre Vladimir Ruzicka tied it 
for Czechoslovakia at 12:48 as the 
West Germans were playing one 
man short 

Axel Kammerer and Gerhard 
Tmntschka, who had assisted on 
Hegen’s goal, scored within 58 
seconds late in the second period 
to give the Germans a 3-1 lead. 

Ruzicka set up Jergus Baca 
with the Czechs' second goal with 
3:22 gone in the final session. 

West Germany has dosed the 
gap to Czechoslovakia and the 
other traditional hockey powers 
in recent years. West Germany 
twice won in the world cham- 


pionships since 1982 and last year 
upset Czechoslovakia 2-1 in the 
Calgary Olympics. 


Orioles beats Red Sox 1 2-4 


NEW YORK (AP) — Larry 
Sheets- and Brady Anderson hit a 
three-run homers and the Balti- 
more Orioles took advantage of 
Mike Boddicker's early wildness 
to beat the Boston Red Sox 12-4. 

Boddicker, 1-1, allowed five 
runs on seven hits with three 
walks, a wild pitch and a hit 
batter in 5 1-3 innings. He lost for 
just the second time in eight starts 
at Fenway Park since being 
traded from Baltimore to Boston 
last July 29. 

Jeff Ballard, 2-0, gave up two 
runs on six hits in 5 2-3 innings. 
Rookie Gregg Olson finished for 
his first major-league save. 

In other games in the Amer- 
ican League Saturday, Texas beat 
Detroit 4-1, Chicago beat Oak- 
land 7-4, Kansas City defeated 
Toronto 10-5, Milwaukee beat 
Cleveland 5-1 and California beat 
Seattie 9-2. 

Rangers 4, Tigers 1 

Scott Fletcher went 3-for-3 and 
scored twice and rookie Kevin 
Brown pitched a seven-hitter 
Saturday as the Texas Rangers 
won their seventh straight game, 
4-1 over the Detroit Tigers. 

The Rangeis* 9-1 start is their 
best since the franchise moved to 
Texas 17 years ago: Detroit, 2-6, 


is off to its worst start since 1980. 

Brown, 1-0, walked one and 
struck out five. Frank Tan ana, 
1-1, took the loss. 

White Sox 7, Athletics 4 

Dave Gallagher's three-run 
homer capped a five-run second 
inning, leading Jerry Reass and 
the Chicago White Sox over the 
Oakland Athletics 7-4. 

' All five runs in the second 
inning off Bob Welch, 2-1, were 
unearned because of shortstop 
Mike Gallego’s error.* Gallego 
started in place of Walt Weiss, 
who has the fin. 

• Royals 10, Blue Jays 5 

Pat Tabler did it again with the 
bases loaded, hitting a single that 
keyed a three- run rally in the 
seventh inning and sent the Kan- 
sas City Royals over the Toronto 
Blue Jays 10-5. 

Tabler, 38-for-66 with 90 RBI 
in his career with the bases 
loaded, singled home one run for 
a 6-5 lead. The Royals scored 
four times in the ninth on a 
three-run double by Danny Tar- 
tabull and an RBI single by Bo 
Jackson. 

■ Jackson also hit a two- ran 
homer and a r "double: 


Brewers 5, Indians 1 

Rob Deer hit two home runs ' 
and the Milwaukee Brewers bear 
the Cleveland Indians 5-1, ending' ' 
Tom Candiotti's eight-game win-. 
nin g streak over, two seasons.' 

Deer hit a two-run homer in 
the sixth inning for a 4-1 lead. He 
connected for his fourth home 
ran of the season in the eighth 
against Candiotti, 1-1, who had 
not lost since last July 22. 

Chris Bosio. 2-0, earned his 
second victory over Cleveland 
this season. He gave up six hits, 
struck out nine and walked one in 
8 1-3 innings. Chuck Crim finished 
for his first save. 

Angels 9, Mariners 2 

Chuck Finley scattered nine 
singles as the California Angels, 
beat the Seattle Mariners 9-2 
Saturday night. 

Finley, 2-1, walked two and 
struck out one en route to the 
complete game. 

Chili Davis hit a three- ran 
homer in the ninth inning and 
Devon White and Jack Howell hit 
solo home runs for the Angels. 

Seattle tied it 2-2 in the third on 
a two-run single by Harold Re- 
ynolds. . 


Wecker hits perfect lO on bar 


PARIS (AP) — East German 
gymnast Andreas Wecker swung 
to a perfect 10 on the fixed bar 
Saturday at the third Paris Inter- 
national Gymnastics competition. 

Wecker had been pushing the 
talented Soviet Valentin Mogilniy 
at every stage of the finals by 
apparatus when he thrilled the 
capacity crowd at Paris’ Bercy 
complex with a crisp, fast and 
complex sequence on the bar. . 

His control on the rings also 
earned him first place with 9.9 
points, adding to three other 
platings against stiff competition 
from Mogilniy and Wang Chong- 
sheng of China. 

In the women’s events, Daniela 


Silivas of Romania and Svetlana 
Boginskaia of the Soviet Union 
clearly outpaced their competi- 
tion, juggling first and second 
places between them on the beam 
and uneven bars. 

But young American Kim 
ZmeskaJ provided a strong chal- 
lenge with a perfectly timed floor 
sequence to the strains of 
Carmen. 

Chen quitting of China, who 
appeared more settled after 
several falls Friday, won a gold 
medal with an energetic, technic- 
al floor sequence. She scored 9.95 
points, while Silivas was second 
with 9.826 and Smeska third with 
9.825. 


Zmeskal also was third on the 
balance beam with 9.675 points, 
following Silivas and Boginskaia. 

French gymnasts Stephanie 
Cottel and Jeanne Espinosa 
dominated the artistic events, but 
were edged out of the spotlight by 
consistently good performances 
from Anna Bautista of Spain. 

The Paris international, in its 
third year, is the first major inter- 
national gymnastics contest since 
the Seoul Olympics and is re- 
garded as a testing ground for the 
new routines and marking proce- 
dures. 

The three-day event ends Sun- 
day with a new mixed pairs com- 
petition. 


Peanuts 


WHY ARE YOU ALWAYS SO 
ANXIOUS TO CRITICIZE ME? 

-ZjC 


I JU5TTUINKI HAVE A 
KNACK FOR SEE1N6 OTHER 
PEOPLE'S FAULTS.. 



C ttBBUWMdf— tur»8»nacw.lnc. 



WHAT V I NAVE A 
ABOUT YOUR / KNACK FOR 
OWN I OVERLOOKING 
FAULTS? A THEM.. 


Mutt'n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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Soccer fans climb to safety daring the panic in which at least 94 people died Saturday at Sheffield's 
Hill borough ground. 

Sympathy, warnings, criticism 
raised after soccer disaster 


LONDON (R) — World leaders 
and soccer officials have seat 
sympathy to Britain for the 
victims of the Sheffield stadium 
disaster Saturday in which 94 
people died and 200 were in- 
jured when a crowd surged 
onto the packed terrace. 

But soccer officials in Italy 
said the tragedy raised a ques- 
tion mark over a decision by the 
European Football Union Tues- 
day to allow English clubs back 
in European competition in 
1990-91. 

The clubs were banned in 
1985 after 39 mainly Italian 
fans died after a rampage by 
English fans at a European Cup 
final in Brussels Heysd stadium 
between Liverpool and 
Juventus. 

Italy's Soccer Federation 
Chief Antonio Matarrese said 
the tragedy raised “grave ques- 
tions" about the decision to let 
English clubs return to Euro- 
pean competition. 

In Turin, Giovanni 
Boniperti, president of Juven- 
tus, said he was shocked and 
speechless at the Sheffield 
tragedy. 

King Juan Carlos and Queen 
Sofia of Spain spoke of an “un- 
fortunate catastrophe” in a 
telegram to Queen Elizabeth 
and said: “Soft and I send yon 
and all the nation the express- 
ion of our most sincere re- 
grets." 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand told British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher: 
“I have been deeply moved by 
the Sheffield drama and assure 


you and the families of the 
victims of my personal condo- 
lences." 

British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe, attending a 
foreign ministers meeting in 
Granada, Spain, sent condo- 
lences to the families of the 
victims. 

“It’s a very dark, sad day for 
soccer," said Jim Trecker, 
press officer for the U.S. World 
Cup Association, which will 
host the World Cup in 1994. 

There were calls for im- 
proved safety rules at sporting 
events. 

In Brazil. Tele Santana, the 
country's coach in the 1982 and 
1986 world cops, told Renters: 
“An accident of this nature is a 
great setback for soccer." 

“This tragedy should remind 
the organisers of mass-sports 
events that the spectators’ safe- 
ty is their first duty." 

“They should improve safety 
rules In stadiums and make 
sure they are kept," said Sena- 
tor Fernando de la Rua, author 
of an Argentine law against 
violence in sports. 

Media attack 

British Sunday newspapers 
were scathing in their conde- 
mnation of English soccer au- 
thorities after the stadium dis- 
aster. 

“Despite disaster after disas- 
ter, nothing seems to shake the 
complacency or incompetence 
of those who run the country's 
most popular spectator sport," 
the Sunday Times said in a 
special front-page editorial. 


“Soccer stadiums, and their 
administration, remain a dis- 
grace. They are filthy, danger- 
ous places that spectators only 
put up with because of their 
enthusiasm for what happens 
on the pitch." 

The Sunday Times said Glas- 
gow Rangers had buOt a mod- 
ern stadium with virtually all- 
seated accommodation after the 
1971 fbrox disaster in which 66 
people died. 

“Clubs that cannot afford to 
follow this example do not de- 
serve to be in first-class foot- 
ball," the paper said. 

“Otherwise football win con- 
tinue to be a slam sport played 
In slum conditions, and yester- 
day’s tragic events wul be repe- 
ated." 

The Sunday Telegraph also 
devoted a front-page editorial 
to the disaster, saying the most 
shocking aspect of the latest 
football tragedy was that it 
came as no surprise. 

“Patently the authorities 
have foiled. They have no idea 
what to do. Inquiries are set up 
after each successive tragedy. 
New precautions are decreed. 
But to no avail," the Sunday 
Telegraph said. 

“Football calamities are be- 
coming as much a natural part 
of Britain’s Cate as are earth- 
quakes in Sooth America or 
famine in India." 

Scotland's Sunday Mail said 
once again sports reporters had 
ended op as war correspon- 
dents “counting the dead as 
they were removed in fall view 
of the cameras." 


Colombo asks Tigers 
to send negotiators 


COLOMBO i APj — Sri Lankan 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa 
Sunday responded to a militant 
Tamil offer to talk peace by 
asking their main political leader 
to send representatives to meet 
him. official sources said. 

Evans Cooray. press secretary 
at the presidential secretariat, 
said a message has been conveyed 
to Anton Balasingham. political 
leader of the Tamil Tigers, asking 
him to nominate accredited rep- 
resentatives to talk with Pre- 
madasa. 

Cooray said the message signed 
by K.H.A. Wjjavadasa. secretary 
to the president, addressed to 
Balasingham. read: 

“Your message to have a dia- 
logue with the president of Sri 
Lanka is very much appreciated. 
He has instructed me to request 
you to nominate accredited rep- 
resentatives to discuss necessary 


arrangements to facilitate the dia- 
logue anywhere in Sri Lanka." 

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, the dominant separatist 
group fighting for a separate 
Tamil state, Saturday agreed to 
talks with Premadasa. 

The Tigers in a statement to 
the president that was telexed to 
news agencies in Colombo Satur- 
day said: “We wish to inform you 
that we are prepared to accept 
your open invitation to talks to 
us. We hope that you will make 
the necessary arrangements to 
facilitate a dialogue." 

A Tiger leader in Colombo 
early Sunday said he met Pre- 
madasa at Anuradhapura, 165 
kilometres north of Colombo, 
and personally conveyed the Ti- 
ger message. 

The leader, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
president was very receptive and 



Ranasmghe Premadasa 

was keen to start the dialogue as 
soon as possible. 

The efforts for talks between 
the government and the Tigers 
came amid continued violence 
which left at least 79 people dead 
since Thursday. 


Angola: Over 500 SWAPO 
fighters back from Namibia 

LUANDA (R) — More than 500 South-West African north of the 16th Parallel in Angola under a 
People’s Organisation (SWAPO) guerrillas from week-old withdrawal agreement, the Angolan news 
northern Namibia have been moved to positions agency Angop said Sunday.. 

Angop quoted Angolan De- 
fence Minister Colonel-General 
Pedro Maria Tonfaa as telling 
reporters in the southern city of 
Lubango Saturday that tighten 
were continuing to cross from 
Namibia. 

But United Nations Under- 
secretary General Marrack 
Goulding, who accompanied 
Tonha on a tour of bases where 
the SWAPO guerrillas were 
being confined, told Reuters in 
Luanda Saturday night: 

“We have not yet established 
how many have come back across 
the frontier .” 

He said he had asked the 
Angolan authorities to provide 
the exact number of guerrillas 
that had pulled back to Angola 
and their precise locations. 

Goulding, who heads the 
U.N.'s peacekeeping forces 
around the world, is monitoring 
Angola’s implementation of a 
U.N.-backed agreement made a 
week ago with South Africa and 
Cuba to withdraw SWAPO fight- 
ers from northern Namibia and 
confine them to bases in Angola 
north of the 16tb Parallel. 

The pullout is aimed at saving a 
U.N. independence plan for 
"South African-ruled Namibia 
which was threatened by fierce 
fighting between SWAPO guer- 
rillas and South African-led 
security forces that broke out 
within hours of the plan coming 
into force April 1. 

South Africa says about 350 of 
the 1,600 SWAPO guerrillas it 
alleges infiltrated northern Nami- 
bia April 1 have returned to 
Angola so for. 'It says its forces 
killed at least 276 in the fighting. 

Goulding said he saw several 
hundred armed and uniformed 
SWAPO fighters at Chibemba, a 
village in southern Huila province 



A young SWAPO fighter who reported to a U.N. 
mission station in northern Namibia, talks to a 
U.N. monitor before receiving medical treatment 


for a bullet wound and being escorted back Into 
Angola. 


about 3Q kilometres north of the 
16th Parallel and 180 kilometres 
north of the Namibian frontier. 

Some had come from northern 
Namibia and others had been 
moved north from positions in- 
side southern Angola. 

Those coming from inside 
Namibia appeared to have 
avoided U.N. assembly points set 
up inside toe territory to receive 
them. 

SWAPO President Sam Nu- 
oma, who also accompanied 
"onga on his tour, says toe 
assembly points are South Afri- 
can traps to capture his fighters. 


S 


Goulding said the authorities in 
southern Angola had comman- 
deered civilian vehicles to help 
transport toe guerrillas north of 
toe 16th Parallel but they dearly 
had problems accommodating 
them. 

“As far as we could see, the 
people had no infrastructure at 
all... there were no tents for all of 
them," he said adding that Ango- 
la had asked toe U.N. to help 
provide shelter, food and medi- 
cine. 

The U.N. envoy said 30 obser- 
vers of the U.N. Transition 
Assistance Group for Namibia 


(UNTAG) would arrive in Ango- 
la Tuesday to help monitor SWA- 
PO’s confinement to base. 

U.N. sources said it was dear 
that toe bulk of SWAPO forces 
had not been north of toe 16th 
Parallel April 1 as they were 
meant to be under peace accords 
signed between South Africa, 
Angola and Cuba. 

The sources said it was obvious 
Angola had had difficulty in con- 
trolling toe SWAPO guerrillas 
which it has harboured and 
helped since Angolan independ- 
ence from Portugal in 1973. 


Thousands mourn Hu’s death 


Large crowds of 
students mourned Sui 


PEKING (R) 

'►unday toe 
death of former Communist Party 
leader Hu Yaobang, pasting up 
hundreds of posters on Peking 
campuses calling for freedom and 
democracy in China. 

Banners hung out of windows, 
wreaths were placed over door- 
ways and students squeezed 
together in silence to copy down 
texts of posters — political and 
poetic — which have appeared 
since Hu’s death Saturday. 

Students said it was toe largest 
outpouring of discontent at Pek- 
ing's restless campuses since late 
1986 when nationwide demon- 
strations calling for democracy 
led to Hu’s downfall. 

They were not sure whether 
Hu's death would lead to more 
demonstrations. 

“There is enormous pressure 
and control from toe authorities. 
Some students want to demons- 
trate but there is no leadership," 
one student said. 

Plainclothes police watched but 
did not intervene while small 
groups of students placed wreaths 
at the foot of the monument to 


revolutionary heroes in central 
Peking’s Tiananmen Square. 

Hu, a liberal reformist backed 
by many of China's intellectuals, 
was removed as patty leader in 
January 1987. 

Hardliners accused him of 
pushing reforms too fast and of 
foiling to control “bourgeois 
liberalism’' — western political 
ideas of multi-party democracy. 

He died of a heart attack, aged 
73, still a member of the party’s 
politburo but holding little effec- 
tive power. 

Official newspapers Sunday 
carried Hu's black-rimmed por- 
trait and an obituary by the party 
which praised him as a great 
revolutionary who made enoT- 
mous contributions to China. 

A memorial ceremony would 
be held in Peking's vast Great 
Hall of toe People and flags 
would be flown at half-mast 
across the country on a day of 
mourning. A date was not given. 

The tribute described bow Hu 
took part in the epic Long March 
in 1934 and rose through toe 
ranks to become party leader in 
the 1980s. It did not give the 


circumstances of his fall from 
grace. 

Western diplomats said toe 
party wanted to portray unity at a 
time of widespread discontent 
among intellectuals at the lack -of 
political reforms and unrest 
among workers because of rapid- 
ly rising prices. 

Leading dissident intellectuals 
who fell from grace with Hu said 
they learned of his death with 
sadness. 

Astro-physicist Fang Uzhi said 
Hu's time in power, from 1980 to 
his downfall in 1987, had been 
“toe best time for intellectuals in 
China." 

More than 1,000 students 
flocked around notice boards at 
Peking University. Artificial 
flowers and spring blossom were 
pinned to rows of posters. 

“Hu's death is a great loss to 
die Chinese people's struggle for 
democracy and freedom. His 
spirit will shine forever in the 
continuing struggle for democra- 
cy and freedom,” read one un- 
signed poster among more than 
100 on toe campus. 


Philippine 
rebels offer 
ceasefire 


MANILA (AP) — Communist 
rebels said Sunday they would 
declare a Ceasefire and enter into 
peace talks if President Corazon 
Aquino vows to close U.S. milit- 
ary bases in the Philippines by 
1991. ■ 

The rebel National Democratic 
Front. (NDF) made die proposal 
in a statement signed by former 
peace negotiator Satur Ocampo 
“If the Aquino government 
took such a step — through an 
official declaration or executive 
act affirming that, one, it will 
terminate the current executive 
agreement on toe U.S. bases by 
1991 and, two, that it will not 
enter into a new bases treaty with 
toe U.S. after that — toe Nation- 
al Democratic Front would not 
hesitate to immediately declare a 
unilateral ceasefire and enter into 
negotiations for a comprehensive 
political settlement and a peace- 
fill end to toe civil war," 


Suspected killer leaves trail of bodies 


SONOMA, California (R) — 
Police following a trail of killings 
believed to be the work of a 
Mexican winery worker have 
found two of his baby daughters 
stabbed to death and a third with 
her throat cut. 

The deaths, discovered Satur- 
day, brought toe number of kill- 
ings so for to seven as police in 
helicopters and at roadblocks 
stepped up their search for the 
suspected killer, 28-year-old 
Ramon Salcido. 

“The suspect is armed and ex- 
tremely dangerous and everyone 
is in danger at this point," Sono- 
ma County Sheriff Richard 
Michaelsen said. “Certainly 
Ramon Salcido is not going to 
give up easily." 

Police, led by a a anonymous. 


telephone caller, rushed to a site 
near Petaluma, 50 kilometres 
north of San Francisco, found the 
bodies of Salcido’s two-year-old 
daughter, Teresa, and her four- 
year-old sister, Sophia. Their sis- 
ter, Carmina, three, had a slash 
across her throat and was rushed 
to a local hospital. 

Police said Carmina told them 
her father had slashed her throat 
and left her with her sisters on toe 
site early Saturday morning. A 
man searching for valuables said 
he found toe girls in a gulley. 

Carmina was listed in stable 
condition after undergoing an op- 
eration. 

Among the five earlier victims 
was her mother, Angelina, who 
police said had been shot dead in 
toe family home at Boyes Hot 


Springs, north of San Francisco. 

Salcido was described by neigh- 
bours as a heavy-drinking, hot- 
tempered man who was insanely 
jealous about his wife — one of 
the first victims Friday — and had 
threatened to “blow toe head 
off" anyone who made 
approaches to her. 

Police said they believed Salci- 
do had switched cars several 
times in an attempt to reach 
Mexico. A car found in toe Sono- 
ma area and believed used by 
Salcido contained a semi-automa- 
tic gun and the door was smeared 
with blood, police said. 

The rampage began when Sal- 
cido, who worked at the Grand 
Cru winery in Sonoma County, 
80 kilometres northeast of San 
Francisco, was alleged to have 


shot and wounded a winery su- 
pervisor, Kenneth Butti. 

Salcido is accused of then kill- 
ing toe assistant winemaker .at 
Grand Cru winery, Tracey 
Toovey, whose body was found in 
a car near the winery. Toovey, 
who had a British wife, died of 
multiple gunshot wounds. 

Salcido then drove to his home 
where his wife was killed. 

The suspect grabbed his three 
daughters and drove to the home 
of his wife's parents in nearby 
Cotati. There, police fonnd the 
- bodies of Salcido’s mother-in- 
law, Marian Richards,' arid her 
two children, Ruth 12, and 
Marie, eight. Michaelsen said the 
girls had been sexually assaulted. 
“All three had their throats cut," 
‘Michaelsen said. 


North story ‘smelly may not wash in court, say lawyers 


By James Rowley 
The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — The fired 
White House aide accused of 
illegally funding Nicaraguan re- 
bels with profits from arms 
sales to Iran may have hurt his 
credibility going into the final 
week of his trial, legal experts 
say. 

“The most damaging thing 
that happened to (Oliver 
North) during the trial was the 
cross-examination on the 


i*.; 




Norm jiiu.rrugators at the 
1987 congressional hearings 
when he was chief counsel to 
toe House of Representatives 
Iran-contra committee. 

After eight weeks of trial. 


with final arguments scheduled 
to begin Tuesday, Nieids and 
three other lawyers said that 
North's cross-examination by 
prosecutor John Keker may 
have damaged the defence. 

All four agreed that the for- 
mer National Security Council 
(NSC) aide's assertion that he 
covered the 1985 car purchase 
from a $15,000 srash of money 
in a box bolted to the closet 
floor was troublesome for the 
defence. 

"To ha\c come up with a 
'.v' hi»\ ■ n i iv finnr for 
.'•■•vi lur large ex- 

penses when you are taking 
travellers checks from your 
contra (petty cash account) 
looks terrible,’' Nieids said. 

“It is fishy (suspicious) to 
have $15,000 in your closet. 


nobody does that," said Paul 
Rothstein, a professor at 
Georgetown University Law 
Centre. “I am not entirely con- 
vinced the jury is going to think 
its smelly (unlikely), it just 
depends on their personal ex-* 
perience." 

Besides charges he lied to 
Congress about his secret help 
of the Nicaraguan rebels. 
North is also accused of divert- 
ing to his personal use some 
$4,300 of the $90,000 worth of 
travellers checks given to him 
by •! contra leader. 

I he retired U.S. marine 
lieutenant colonel testified that 
he only reimbursed himself for 
expenses incurred helping the 
rebels. 

He told jurors that on the 
advice of the late Central In- 


telligence Agency (CIA) 
Director William Casey he des- 
troyed a ledger he kept to 
document all disbursements 
from the secret operational 
fund. 

North also dented Keker's 
suggestion that he took $3,000 
from arms dealer Richard V. 
Second — to help buy an 
$8,038 used car in 1985. 

North said the money came 
from a “family fund” he kept in 
a metal box bolted to the floor 
of his closet. The money was 
amassed from an insurance set- 
tlement and change he emptied 
from his pants pockets every 
Friday night. North said. 

North said he took $5,000 to 
buy a station wagon but de- 
cided instead to purchase toe 
more expensive car. North tes- 


tified he made a £5.000 initial 
payment and paid the addition- 
al $3,000 later for a larger car. 

But a used-car salesman dis- 
puted this testimony Friday, 
saying North told him he in- 
tended to partially finance toe 
purchase through the White 
House Credit Union. 

A former National Security 
Council secretary who dis- 
bursed expense accounts, said 
North was so pinched for cash 
in 1984 he complained he 
couldn't buy lunch or gas to 
drive home. 

She said these complaints 
stopped in 1985, when North, 
controlled a secret fund for toe' 
contras in his office safe. 

“I think toe business of the 
purchase of the car and 
perhaps the rebutal testimony 


from the used-car salesman and 
toe secretary from toe National 
Security Council may be 
damaging," said former Water- 
gate prosecutor Richard Ben- 
Veniste. 

“About toe time these pay- 
ments start coining in, the jury 
may conclude that the tempta- 
tion for ail of this money was 
just too much for OUie North," 
said Ben-Veniste. 

“If the jury finds he was 
involved in self-dealing then his. 
whole posture of moral recti- 
tude is not going to wash (be 
believable),” said Ben- 
Veniste. 

Jurors were left with an im- 
age of North explaining how he 
used a department-store type- 
writer to type letters to help 
fabricate proof he paid for a 


$13,800 security fence around 
his home. 

North said be accepted toe 
fence to protect his family in 
toe face of terrorist threats but 
admitted toe cover-up. 

Dersfaowitz also faulted de- 
fence attorney Brendan V. .Sul- 
livan for not bringing out toe 
car-purchase story during 
North’s direct testimony in- 
stead of leaving it to be de- 
veloped by Keker on cross- 
examination. . . 

“Sullivan left for too much, 
for Keker. He didn't sufficient- 
ly deflect and defuse toe nuc- 
lear weapons that Keker had in 
his arsenal,” Dershowitz said. 

Sullivan has refused to com- 
ment ou tside the courtroom on 
any aspect of toe case against 
North. 



Space-shy frogs 
delay launch 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Eigta 
frogs which were to be sent into 
space to mate last week escaped 
before the rocket launch, de- 
laying the e xp e ri ment, die Swed- 
ish national news agency TT re- 
ports. The female frogs hid in toe 
labyrinth-like building at the 
es range rocket centre in the 
northern city of Kiruna for sever- 
al days until they were found, TT 
said. Researcher Ulf Hogman told 
TT that toe frogs were part of a 
biological project to study various 
functions performed under 
weightless conditions. After the 
frogs were retrieved, they were 
united with' males Monday and 
rocketed 300 kilometres into 
space. They were brought back to 
earth after one hour. TT said 
results of toe tests were being 
studied. 

Three-year-old 
wins $225,000 

ATHENS (R) — A three-year- 
old Greek boy has won $225,000 
in toe national soccer pools after 
predicting toe correct outcome of 
all 13 weekend matches. His pa- 
rents, Nikos and Maria Argyridis, 
told reporters Dias indicated the 
correct combinations to .them 
from the pools leaflet, which in- 
cludes first and second division 
matches. “I rarely play the soccer 
pools and sent in my son's predic- 
tions for fun. He seemed very 
sure of his choices despite toe fact 
that his relation to soccer is pre- 
sently confined to kicking a bail 
inside our house," his father said. 
Asked to comment on his luck, 
Dias merely smiled shyly from his 
mother’s arras. 

Police hitchhike 
to crime scenes 

HARARE (AP ) — A shortage of 
patrol cars has forced Zim- 
babwe’s police officers to hitch- 
hike, bicycle or travel by public 
bus to the scenes of crimes, offi- 
cials say. Law enforcement offic- 
ers going into toe countryside are 
given warrants to travel by train 
or bus, police chief of staff Christ- 
opher Lee told toe Zimbabwe 
In ter- African News Agency 
(ZIANA). More than half riftf* 
police force’s vehicles were off 
toe road. needing servicing or 
repai rs .the serif or assistant com- 
missioner said in an - interview. 
His disclosure after several vic- 
tims of burglaries in Harare sub- 
urbs complained they had to wait 
hours before police officers ar- 
rived to investigate. One police- 
man arrived at a house on foot, 
after walking five kilometres 
from his station. 

Book of Kells to go 
into print 

DUBLIN (R) — The Book of 
Kells, Ireland's national treasure 
which ranks as one of the world's 
most beautiful illuminated manu- 
scripts, is going into print — 
almost 12 centuries after its crea- 
tion. The first full colour facsi- 
mile edition of the fragile tome 
would go on sale for $16,000 a 
copy from 1990, a spokeswoman 
for Dublin's Trinity College said. 
The book, a lavishly illustrated 
Latin text of the four Gospels 
produced by Irish monks in 800 
A.D., is kept in the college lib- 
rary which turns over and dis- 
plays a page a day. 

Honesty, not luck 
wins woman lottery 

RJUKAN, Norway (R) — A 
woman who bought a lottery tick- 
et at her bank and left it on toe 
counter after deciding it was 
worthless is 250,000 crowns 
($36,700) richer thanks to an hon- 
est customer. The Norwegian dai- 
ly Verde ns Gang said Friday that 
the honest customer handed in • 
toe ticket and the bank traced the 
woman, whom it did not identify, 
with the help of video footage 
taken by security cameras. 
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